I 


Let  his  Spirit  come  rest  upon  us, 

as  we  give,  let  it  be  with  his  love, 

may  we  pause  to  find  moments  of  quietness, 

and  give  thanks  to  the  Father  above.  g 

Si 

For  never  an  event  in  history,  n 

never  one  person  on  earth,  I 

from  the  eons  of  time  l^inning,  B 

has  made  impact  as  this  Holy  Birth.  B 

The  Son  of  God  is  this  Child,  S 

His  birth  long  before  propl^ied,  X 

He  is  sent  by  your  Father  in  heaven,  3 
and  for  you  he  will  suffer  and  die  ^ 

Then,  why  I  must  come  to  ask  you,  X 
on  this  day  of  all  days  at  its  end,  ■ 


“Unto  you  is  born  ...  a  Savior” 


NASHVILLE  —  The  birth  of  the  Savior  is  the  central  focus  for  Christians 
around  the  world  during  the  Christmas  season  Photo  by  Jim  Veneman, 


“f/is  name  is  Jesus’^ 


This  Child  for  one  purpose  is  sent, 
to  die  so  mankind  might  go  free, 
for  only  in  this  Child  born  of  Mary, 
is  redemption  for  you  and  for  me. 


find  forgotten,  our  Savior  and  FYiend? 


Let  the  world  come  today  and  rejoice, 
let  our  banners  begin  to  unfurl, 
for  the  Child  in  this  lowly  crib, 
has,  today,  come  to  conquer  the  world. 


Unto  us  a  Child  has  been  given, 

on  his  shoulders  all  suffering  will  cease. 

His  Name  is  Wonderful,  Counselor,  Mighty  God, 

1  He  is  Jesus,  the  Sweet  Prince  of  pieace. 

—Mary  Pittman  James 
Petal 


Cloverdale  pays  for  chapel  in  Brazil 


Cloverdale  Church  of  Natchez  has 
dispatched  $5,000  to  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  to  be  used  to  build  a  chapel 
in  Piracuruca,  Piaui,  Brazil,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Ray  Walters,  pastor. 

During  a  world  missions  con¬ 
ference,  members  of  the  chinch  heard 
Mrs.  Victor  Johnson  tell  of  a  need  for 
a  chapel  in  the  town  and  provide  the 
information  that  $5,000  wo^d  build  it. 


The  members  voted  to  send  $5,000  to 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board  for  that 
purpose. 

Goverdale  Church  has  only  about  55 
in  Sunday  School,  the  pastor  reports. 
In  addition  to  the  money  for  the 
chapel  in  Piracuruca,  the  church 
adopted  a  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Of¬ 
fering  goal  of  $2,500. 
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Armenian  tragedy  bring 
unity  amongKorld  peopl 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Soviet  relatives  in  the  disaster.  One  church  scheduled  special  Armenian  relief  of- 
Baptists  have  found  a  niche  in  post-  had  about  80  members,  while  the  feringsDec.  18,  reported  John  Merritt 
earthquake  relief  work  aiding  2,000  other  two  had  about  40  members  in  a  telephone  call  from  Leningrad 
injured  Armenian  children  who  have  each.  Merritt,  executive  director  of  the 

been  flown  to  Moscow.  The  request  for  Soviet  Baptist  help  English-language  European  Baptist 

The  Soviet  government  requested  with  injured  Armenian  children  Convention,  was  in  the  midst  of  a  Dec 
visitation  and  care  for  the  children  in  resulted  from  the  Soviet  government’s  5-15  trip  to  the  Soviet  Union, 
hospitals  and  other  locations  in  earlier  positive  experience  with  80  No  I^iet  Baptist  volunteer  Jj|Vk 
Moscow,  reported  Keith  Parker,  direc-  Baptist  female  volunteers  who  are  crews  have  yet  been  granted  eifl^ 
tor  of  Southern  Baptist  work  io  cooking  in  a  mental  hospital  in  Armenia.  For  now;  governmCT^M- 
Europe.  ,  Moscow,  Parker  said.  Since  April,  the  ficials  say,  only  ?  r(*uma  specialists 

»»  Dorxtict  Ayomen  have  befriended  patients  at  and  persons  skilled  in  sorting  through 

Meanv^il^  the  Swthern  Bapti^^  hospital  and  helped  with  cleaning  disaster  debris  are  needed 

^  and  other  jobs  there  Nor  have  Southern  Baptist 

/"r  iniH  n^n nl^hnn-j  nr^rr In  the  past,  the  government  has  not  volunteers  been  dispatched  to  the 
medical,  clothin^r^h^in^e^  allowed  churches  to  engage  in  social  scene,  although  numerous  phone  calls 

ministry,  but  that  stance  has  chang-  offering  help  have  been  received  at 
inSoviet  Amenia.  i^many  as60,^  ^  “glasnost”  reforms  in-  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  The  U  S. 

p^ple  di^  and  ®  itiated  by  Soviet  leader  Mikhail  Agency  for  International  Deielop- 

left  homeless  by  the  earthqu^e.  ac-  Qorbachev.  ment’s  disaster  assistance  office  in 

cording  Mi^ion  parker  said  news  of  the  opportuni-  Washington,  is  processing  appro(Hiate 

ty  for  Soviet  Baptists  to  aid  Armenian  specialists  to  be  sent  to  the  Soviet 
tionalallwati^  for  genian  relief  was  reported  by  Alexei  Union,  said  John  Cheyne.  Foreign 

trom  Hunger  reiiei  lunos.  Bichkov,  general  secretary  of  the  All-  Mission  Board  human  needs  director. 

Soviet  Baptists  also  have  asked  the  Union  Council  of  Evangelical  Southern  Baptists  could  channel 
Foreign  Mission  Board  and  Baptist  Christians-Baptists  in  the  Soviet  funds  for  Armenian  relief  through  the 
World  Alliance  to  send  10,000  Union,  and  relayed  by  Knud  Foreign  Mission  Board,  P.O.  Box  6767, 
Armenian-language  Bibles  for  Wumpelmann.  general  secretary  of  Richmond.  Va.  23230,  Cheyne  said, 
distribution  among  the  survivors.  the  European  Baptist  Federation.  With  relief  effbrts  taking  on  a 
Two  Soviet  Baptists  dispatched  to  Two  Baptist  volunteer  teams  have  worldwide  dimension,  Soviet  Baptist 
Armenia  have  reported  the  destruc-  started  the  children’s  ministry,  and  leader  Bichkov  commented.  'Our 
tion  of  two  of  the  three  Baptist  chur-  more  teams  are  being  organized,  people  watch  with  tears  in  their  eyes 
ches  in  the  earthquake-stricken  Parker  said.  how  this  tragedy  has  brought  unity 

region.  Parker  said.  No  Baptists  were  Baptist  churches  throughout  the  among  all  people  in  the  world  ” 
reported  killed,  but  nearly  all  lost  Ukraine,  and  in  other  Soviet  regions  .Art  Toaiston  writes  for  the  FMB. 


“Celebrating  our  100th” 


I 

"Celebrating  our  l(X)th”  was  the  theme  ol  the  float  which  First 
Church,  Laurel,  lOOyaars  old.  entered  in  the  Laurel  Christmas 
parade  on  Dec.  3.  An  old-fashioned  preacher  was  speaking 
to  an  old'fashioned  congregation  before  a  little  cabin  church 
an  the  end.  and  a  group  of  modern-day  carolers  were  singing 


before  a  modern-day  church  on  the  other  end  of  the  float. 
Above,  crowds  wave  as  the  float  passes  the  chufbh.  (See  stCMy 
on  Page  5.  about  First.  Laurel's  year-long  centennial 
ceiebration.) 
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Tim*  Of  Gladn*ss 


Editorials 


by  Don  McGregor 


‘WHEN  THEY  SAW  THE  iTAR.THEV  REJOICED  WITH 
EKCEEDINS  6R64J  JOY  '  - Z  -/O 


Tis  the  season  to  be  wracking  our  those  Christian  symbols  suggest  the  to  family  and  close  friends  but  cut  out 
brains  trying  to  figure  out  what  to  give  only  reason  for  oteerving  Christmas,  the  frivolous  things  that  cause  the 
people  We  really  don't  want  to  give  It  seems  that  we  should  either  not  hassle  Supp^  each  of  the  100  million 
anything  to  and  who  don’t  need  what  observe  Christmas  at  all  from  a  were  to  cut  his  Christmas  spending  hy 
we  give  them,  but  it’s  Christmas,  and  public  standpoint  or  go  ahead  with  the  $100.  That  would  be  a  $10  billion  blow 
we’re  expect^  to  do  it.  cross  on  the  building  and  the  manger  to  the  nation’s  economy.  That  would 

That’s  the  actual,  pervasive,  Chris-  scene  in  the  schooThouse.  Tb  deter-  attract  attention.  It  also  would  be 
tian  spirit.  mine  that  we  can  have  a  Santa  Claus  disastrous. 

This  aspect  of  Christmas  demands  display  but  not  a  manger  scene  is  all  Christmas,  however,  affords  a 
a  great  deal  of  our  time,  and  we’re  right,  but  it  shouldn’t  be  called  prime  opportunity  for  a  Christian 
always  glad  when  it’s  over  and  things  Christmas.  witness,  ^mehow,  could  we  not  use 

get  back  to  normal.  But,  surely,  we  Christmas  has  become  the  world’s  the  season  to  make  more  of  an  impact 
can  find  a  bit  of  time  to  reflect  on  the  greatest  holiday.  It  is  the  single  big-  on  the  public  as  to  why  they  are  hav- 
reason  we  celebrate  Christmas,  why  gest  money  making  operation  of  the  ing  a  holiday  and  enjoying  time  with 
the  whole  world  celebrates  year  for  much  of  the  commercial  family  and  friends? 

Christmas,  really.  establishment.  At  any  rate,  the  Baptist  Record 

We  become  ensnarled  in  church-  The  birth  of  Christ,  however,  has  takes  this  opportunity  to  wish  for  all 
state  problems  as  we  try  to  determine  nothing  to  do  with  it.  of  its  readers  a  very  hiappy  and  mean- 

whether  or  not  to  have  a  lighted  cross  Suppose  there  were  100  million  ingful  Christmas  and  a  bright  new 
on  a  public  building  or  a  manger  Christians  in  the  United  States  and  year  filled  with  optimism  and 
scene  in  the  public  schoolhouse,  but  each  one  were  to  go  ahead  with  gifts  accomplishments. 


By  William  J.  Reynolds 

John  Wesley  Work  Jr,  teacher  of  dining  hall  for  a  brief  Christmas  ser- 
Latin  and  history  at  Fisk  University  vice  and  breakfast.  The  tables  were 
early  in  this  century,  heard  someone  well  decorated  and  glowing  candles 
sing  this  refrain.  He  shaped  the  brightened  the  room.  “Sunday-best 
melody,  harmonized  the  tune,  and  clothes”  were  the  order  of  the  day. 
added  original  stanzas.  Songs  of  Christmas  reflect  many 

The  song  was  included  in  a  small  facets  of  the  Christmas  story,  Marys 
collection  he  compiled  in  collabora-  baby,  the  manger  scene,  the  heaven- 
tion  with  his  brother,  Frederick  J.  ly  host,  the  shepherds,  the  Wise  Men, 
Work,  and  it  was  published  in  and  the  star,  ^me  are  quite  songs, 
Nashville  in  1907.  “Go,  Tell  It  on  the  some  are  rousing,  some  are  slow,  and 
Mountain”  dates  from  this  some  are  spirit^, 
publication.  “Go,  Ttell  It  on  the  Mountain”  is  a 

Christmas  experiences  at  Fisk  joyful  clarion  call  to  proclaim  from 
Univeristy,  as  recalled  by  John  W.  the  highest  peak  that  the  Savior  is 
Work  III,  was  exciting  times.  Early  bom.  Here  is  an  expression  of  joy  and 
each  Christmas  morning  abouat  five  ecstacy  for  the  poor,  the  downtrodden, 
o'clock,  the  Fisk  Jublilee  Singers  the  lonely,  and  the  insignificant.  This 
walked  around  the  campus  siinng  declaration  reminds  us  again  at  each 
Christmas  songs.  TTieir  favorites  were  Christmas  that  Jesus  is  in  the  world 
“Go,  Ttell  It  on  the  Mountain,”  and  —  that  he  was  bora  in  Bethlehem. 
“Glory  to  the  Newborn  King.”  William  J.  Reynolds  is  Professor  of 

After  the  early  morning  singing,  the  Church  Music  at  Southwestern 
students  and  faculty  gather^  in  the  Seminary. 


?V.  Vi" 


Don’t  blame  Mrs.  O’Hair 


Neariy  2S0  churches  were  planted  in 
one  volunteer  effort  in  the  Philippines. 

Southern  Baptists  have  lowest 
resignation/loss  rate  of  any  Protes¬ 
tant  missions  force. 
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New  ties  with  Nicaragua 
follow  Hurricane  Joan 


MANAGUA,  Nicaragua  (BP)  — 
More  than  six  years  after  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries  left  Nicaragua, 
new  ties  with  Baptists  there  are  on  the 
horizon.  Doors  may  open  for  post¬ 
hurricane  relief  efforts  by  Southern 
Baptist  volunteers,  reported  Joe 
Bruce,  directbr  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  work  in 
Middle  America  and  Canada. 

Bruce,  who  spent  three  days  in 
Nicaragua  in  late  November,  also  said 
officials  at  a  university  and  a  hospital 
related  to  the  Baptist  Convention  of 
Nicaragua  have  r^uested  sister  rela¬ 
tionships  with  Baptist  institutions  in 
the.United  States. 

Hurricane  Joan  cut  a  20(>-mile  path 
of  ruin  across  Nicaragua  in  late  Oc¬ 
tober,  killing  more  than  1(X)  people  and 
destroying  more  than  29,000  dwellings. 
It  stands  as  the  country’s  second- 
worst  natural  disaster,  topped  only  by 
the  1972  earthquake  that  pummeled 
the  Managua  area. 

Bruce  was  scheduled  to  return  to 
Nicaragua  the  week  of  Dec.  5  to 
develop  an  action  plan  for  relief  help. 
Expected  to  accompany  him  were 
Garry  Eudy,  associate  mission  ad¬ 
ministrator,  and  Russell  Fox,  a 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  and  con- 


By  Art  Toalston 

struction  engineer  in  Honduras  who 
will  oversee  volunteer  efforts  in 
Nicaragua  if  plans  proceed. 

Southern  Baptist  efforts  likely  will 
focus  on  the  coastal  city  of  Bluefields, 
where  most  buildings  and  houses 
were  destroyed  or  severely  damaged, 
Bruce  said. 

A  back  annex  of  Zion  Baptist 
Church  m  Bluefields  was  destroyed; 
'.an  adjacent  elementary  school 
operate  by  the  church  lost  a  wall  and 
its  roof;  and  the  parsonage  sustained 
extensive  damage,  Bruce  said. 
Southern  Baptist  volunteers  also  may 
help  with  home  repairs,  he  said. 

During  his  first  visit,  Bruce  gave 
the  Baptist  convention  a  $5,(X)0  check 
from  Southern  Baptist  disaster  relief 
funds  for  the  purchase  of  hammers, 
saws,  nails,  and  other  items  to  help 
people  repair  their  homes. 


No  BAPTIST 

RECORD 
next  week 


"One  of  the  big  problems  is  going  to 
be  securing  materials,’’  Bruce  said. 

“There  are  little  or  none  in  the  coun¬ 
try.”  Materials  may  be  purchased  in 
Costa  Rica  and  sent  to  Nicaragua  by 
boat. 

If  sending  volunteer  teams  does  not 
prove  feasible,  Bruce  w'ill  explore 
other  avenues  of  Southern  Baptist 
assistance. 

He  also  met  with  officials  at  the 
1,500-student  Polytechnic  University 
of  Nicaragua,  who  expressed  interest 
in  a  sister  relationship  with  a 
Southern  Baptist  university.  The  in¬ 
stitution  in  Managua  is  the  only  Bap¬ 
tist  university  in  (Central  America  and 
one  of  the  few  evangelical  universities 
in  Latin  America,  he  said.  It  also 
operates  a  nursing  school. 

Officials  of  Baptist  Hospital  in 
Managua  also  indicated  interest  in  a 
sister  relationship  with  a  Southern 
Baptist  hospital  and  in  short-term 
volunteer  anesthesiologists.  Bruce 
said.  When  an  eye  clinic  opens, 
ophthalmolojgists  al^  may  be  needed. 

Bruce  said  he  sensed  openness 
among  Nicaraguan  Baptist  leaders  to 
ways  Southern  Baptists  might 
cooperate  in  developing  their  work. 

(Continued  on  page  4) 


Associations  receive  special  awards 


These  are  the  winners  of  special  awards  given  during  the 
annual  directors  of  missions  banquet  hek)  during  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Convention.  The  awards  are  given  by  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  based  on  criteria  developed  by  the 
various  program  departments  of  the  MBCB.  All  pictured  are 
directors  of  missions  unless  otherwise  noted.  From  left,  seated, 
are  Nolan  Houston,  Montgomery  Assn.,  Distinguished  Church 
Music  Associations!  Award;  J.C.  Mitchell,  Lowndes  Assn., 
Award  of  Excellence,  Category  VI  (7,(X)1-103(X}  resident 
members);  Holmes  Carlisle,  Scott  Assn.,  Award  of  Excellence. 
Category  IV  (4,001-5,000);  James  Webster,  director  of  church 
service,  Hinds-Madison  Assn.,  Distinguished  ^ludy  Course 
Associations!  Award;  Charles  Nickotic,  director  o^rcreation 


and  retreat,  Hinds-Madison  Assn.,  Distinguished  Stewardship 
Associations!  Award;  Standing,  from  left  William  P.  Smith  III, 
Lee  Assn.,  Distinguished  Cooperative  Missions  Associational 
Award;  Richard  Spencer,  Itawamba  Assn.,  Category  I  (up  to 
2,000);  J.  C.  Renfroe.  Rankin  Assn.,  Distinguished  Sunday 
Scho^  Associational  Award  of  Excellence,  Category  VII 
(10,500-50,000);  Kermit  Sharp,  Kemper  Assn.,  Distinguished 
Church  Administration  Pastoral  Ministries  Associational  Award; 
Marvin  Bibb,  retired,  and  Guy  Hughes,  recently  elected  DOM, 
Yalobusha  Assn.,  Award  .  of  Excellence,  Category,  II 
(2,001-3,000);  Charles  Stubblefield,  Tishomingo  Assn., 
Distinguished  Church  Training  Associational  Award 


f~ 


Search  Committee  asks  for 
prayers,  recommendations 

Dear  Fellow  Mississippi  Baptists : 

After  many  years  of  dedicated  and  effective  service  to  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists,  Dr.  Earl  Kelly  has  announced  his  retirement  effective  August  15, 
1989.  Your  Executive  Committee  has  now  been  charged  with  the  heavy 
responsibility  of  prayerfully  seeking,  fihding,  and  nominating  a  person 
to  serve  as  the  Executive  Director  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board. 

Elach  of  us  brings  to  this  committee  a  personal  commitment  to  seek 
to  know  and  to  do  only  the  will  of  our  Heavenly  Father  in  reference  to 
this  position  so  vitally  important  to  the  cause  of  (Ttrist  in  Mississippi. 

As  we  begin  this  task  we  are  deeply  cognizant  of  our  need  of  divine 
wisdom,  strength,  and  guidance.  Please  pray  for  us  daily. 

Also,  we  welcome  the  input  and/or  recommendation  of  any  interested 
Mississippi  Baptists.  I  assure  you  every  recommendation  will  be  review¬ 
ed  by  the  committee.  Please  pul  these  in  writing  and  mail  them  to  any 
Executive  Committee  member. 

Thank  you  for  your  support  and  may  God  bless. 

Devotedly. 

Eugene  H.  Dobbs 
Chairman.  Executive  Committee 
P.  0.  Box  299 

7  -  Philadelphia,  MS  39350 

Mississippi  ranks  7th  in 
study  awards,  with  41,788 


NASHVILLE  —  Mississippi  ranked 
seventh  among  -state  conventions  in 
study  course  awards  received  for 
1987-88  with  41,788,  according  to 
statistics  compiled  in  the  church 
study  course  records  office  at  the 
Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board. 

Hinds  Madison  Association  was  17th 
among  the  top  25  associations  receiv¬ 
ing  study  course  awards  with  4.877. 

First  Church,  Jackson,  led  the  state 
in  study  course  awards  with  621.  First 
Church,  Sharon,  was  second  with  539, 
and  First  Church.  Clinton,  was  third 
with  488. 

Texas  led  all  states  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  total  church 
study  course  awards  with  97,510. 


Second  Church,  Houston,  led  the 
SBC  in  total  study  course  awards 
received  with  4.001. 

Union  Baptist  Association  ranked 
first  among  SBC  associations  receiv¬ 
ing  study  course  awards  with  11,485. 

For  the  year,  the  number  of  persons 
enrolled  in  the  study  course  system 
rose  14  percent  over  last  year  to  1.16 
million,  according  to  William  R.  Cox. 
church  study  course  coordinator  at 
the  board. 

Cox  said  140,794  people  or  an 
average  of  2,700  per  week  enter^  the 
study  course  award  system  this  year. 
The  number  of  SBC  churches  par¬ 
ticipating  has  increased  from  35  per¬ 
cent  in  1978  to  50.1  percent  in  1988.  he 
said. 


Accrediting  body  places 
Clarke  on  probation 


By  Tim  Nicholas 


Clarke  College  last  week  was  plac¬ 
ed  on  probation  by  the  Southern 
Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools, 
according  to  an  announcement  by  the 
association  s  Commission  on  Collies. 

James  Risers,  executive  director  of 
the  commission,  told  the  Baptist 
Record  that  the  Newton  junior  college 
failed  to  comply  with  associational 
conditions  of  eligibility  in  planning 
and  finances,  and  in  criteria  for 
eligibility  in  institutional  effec¬ 
tiveness.  library,  go\ernance.  and 
finance. 

“Any  time  an  institution  is  placed  on 
probation,  there  are  serious  deficien¬ 
cies.”  said  Rogers 

However.  Mississippi  College  Presi¬ 
dent  Lewis  Nobles  said  that  “this  ob¬ 
viously  is  a  matter  of  concern  for 
Mississippi  Baptists,  but  it  is  certainly 
not  a  matter  over  which  we  should 
become  alarmed  at  this  time.” 

Mississippi  College  operates  Clarke 
as  a  division,  but  continues  to  keep 
separate  books  A  year  ago.  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  voted 
for  Clarke  a  line  item  budget  amount 
of  $55,095  for  deficit  reduction.  This 
year,  the  convention  voted  a  $200,000 
line  item  to  the  school  without  stipula¬ 
tion.  'The  line  tftm  is  for  one  year  only. 

I^ers  said  a  school  placed  on  pro¬ 
bation  is  given  a  year  to  correct  defi¬ 
ciencies  and  report  back  to  the 


association.  After  one  year  on  proba¬ 
tion.  “the  Commission  on  Colleges  has 
the  option  of  removing  the  institution 
from  accreditation  or  continuing  ac¬ 
creditation  for  another  year."  said 
Rogers.  “There  is  no  allowance  for 
more  than  two  years  on  probation." 

A  year  ago.  the  accrediting  team 
from  the  association  denied  reaffir¬ 
mation  to  Clarke  That  is  considered 
a  warning  that  compliance  is  lacking, 
but  is  not  as  severe  as  probation. 

Said  Nobles.  "In  view  of  the  fact 
that  there  was  very  real  concern 
shown  over  the  financial  status  of 
Clarke  College  when  the  accreditation 
team  met  and  consequently  with  no 
additional  new  money  going  into  the 
operational  budget,  this  most  recent 
step  was  the  most  logical  one  for  the 
Southern  Association  to  take” 

Nobles  considers  the  new  line  item 
amount  for  Clarke  passed  at  the  re¬ 
cent  Mississippi  Ba[Kist  Convention  to 
be  $55,095  for  debt  reduction,  and  the 
rest  for  operations.  “The  recent  action 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
making  available  as  much  at  $145,000 
will  certainly  do  much  to  strengthen 
the  operational  program  at  Clarke 
College." 

He  added  that  "The  status  of  ac¬ 
creditation  is  such  that  all  work  taken 
there  is  fully  accredited  arfd  is 
transferable  to  any  other  institution 
just  as  it  has  been  in  the  past.” 


I^day,  December  22.  1988 
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HECORD 


Work  starts  on  center 
for  Caribbean  Baptists 


Vines  seeks  recommendations 
for  key  SBC  appointments 


By  Dan  Martin  Center  in  Hollywood,  Fla.,  a  $1.2 

J.ACKSON'VILLE.  Fla.  (BPi  —  pie  whom  Virginians  could  ask  Vines  would  cause  thierii  to.u^  a  committee  million  facility  that  will  produce 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  Presi'-  to  appoint  on  his  Committee  on  Com-  appointment  as  a  platform-- for  Christian  literature  and  broadcast 
dent  Jerry  Vines  has  issued  ah  open  mittees  on  behalf  of  Virginia  Baptists,  pushing  their  own  agenda."  material  for  the  people  of  the 

letter  seeking  recommendations  of  Vines  responded  to  the  Virginia  ac-  Vines  asked  that  the  recommenda-  Caribbean. 

people  to  be  appointed  to  key ’commit-  tion  by  saying:  “I  welcome  recom-  tions  sent  to  him  by  Feb.  1,  1989,  at  Construction  will  take  about  seven 
tees  to  serve  at  the  1989  SBC  annual  mendations  from  any  area  of  our  First  Baptist  Church.  124  Ashley  months  and  the  center  is  to  start  func- 
meeling  in  Las  Vegas,  Nev  Southern  Baptist  life.  Therefore,  if  the  Street.  Jacksonville.  Fla.  .12202  The  tioning  fully  next  August,  said  Bill 

In  his  letter  to  "all  Southern  Bap-  brothers  and  sistbijs  in  Virginia  want  envelopes  should  be  designated  on  the  Richardson,  SouUiern  Baptist  Foreign 
tists,  persons  in  elected  positions  and  to  recommend  sonieone  to  me,  1  will  lower  left  hand  side.  ‘SBC  Committee  Mission  Board  director  for  Brazil  and 
slate  convention  executives."  Vines  receive  their  recommendations  along  Recommendation.'  the  Caribbean, 

said  he  is  “beginning  the  process  with  any  other  names  Virginia  Bap-  He  asked  people  making  nomina-  At  least  six  Southern  Baptist  mis- 
which  will  result  in  nominees  for  the  tists  want  to  send  to<me.”  tions  to  include  information  on  sionaries  and  one  journeyman  will 

1989  Committee  on  Committees,  He  told  Baptist  Press  he  would  not  whether  Ihe  nominee  has  served  on  work  at  the  center.  Several  Caribbean 
Resolutions  Committee,  Credentials  give  the  names  sent  by  the  BGAV  any  any  SBC  committee  or  board  Baptists  also  will  work  there,  in- 
Committee.  and  Tellers  Committee.”  more  weight  than  a  recommendation  previously,  and  whether  anyone  in  the  eluding  Arthur  Edgar,  director  of 
According  to  the  SBC  constitution  sent  by  an  individual  Virginia  Baptist,  nominee's  church  currently  is  serving  Caribbean  Christian  Publications, 
and  bylaws,  the  convention  president  "To  do  so  would  run  the  risk  of  con-  or  previously  has  served.  The  two  entities  that  will  occupy  Uie 

appoints  the  four  key  committees  that  nectionalism,”  he  said  ‘‘As  I  under-  He  also  asked  that  specific  informa-  building  are  Caribbean  Christian 
will  serve  June  1.1-15.  1989,  at  the  an-  stand  it.  we  as  Baptists  do  not  believe  tion  be  provided,  including  the  full  Publications  and  the  Caribbean  Bap- 
nual  meeting  in  Las  Vegas.  The  presi-  that  one  Baptist  entity  is  to  exercise  name  of  the  nominee,  correctly  spell-  list  Media  Center.  The  publication 
dent  appoints  the  Committee  on  Com-  authority  over  another  Baptist  entity,  ed;  complete  mailing  address,  in-  operation  is  now  in  El  Paso,  Texas, 
mittees  and  Resolutions  Committees  By  that  we  mean  that  a  Baptist  eluding  ZIP  code;  home  and  business  where  the  Foreign  Mission  Board’s 
‘‘in  conference  with"  the  two  vice-  association  cannot  be  dictated  to  by  telephones,  including  area  code;  Baptist  Spanish  Publishing  House 
presidents ;  the  Credentials  Commit-  a  Baptist  convention  or  vice  versa.  All 
tee  "in  consultation  with”  the  vice  of  these  entities  are  independent  and 
presidents;  and  the  Tellers  Commit-  autonomous.” 
tee  “in  consultation"  with  the  SBC 
registration  secretary. 

The  Committee  on  Committees  sub¬ 
mits  nominees  for  the  Committee  on 
Nominations  for  election  by 
messengers  to  the  convention;  the 
Resolutions  Committee  deals  with  all 
resolutions  introduced  during  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting;  the  Credentials  Com¬ 
mittee  oversees  registration  and  the 
Tellers  Committee  tabulates  all  votes 
taken  at  the  convention. 

Vines,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  said  he 
would  welcome  recommendations 

from  ‘all  Southern  Baptists."  He  add-  Vines'  listed  qualities  he  wants  and 
ed:  "My  commitment  is  to  find  the  does  not  want  in  people  he  appoints: 
best  Southern  Baptists  for  these  com-  “I  want  people  who  are  supportive 
mittee  appointments.  I  will  make  my  of  our  Southern  Baptist  work.  1  want 
appointments  as  prayerfully  and  people  who  are  committed  to  our 
carefully  as  possible."  priority  as  Southern  Baptists  —  win-  i- 

He  said  he  has  received  the  names  ning  people  to  Christ.  I  am  more  in- 
of  two  people  from  Virginia  terested  in  that  they  are  witnessing  Th 
nominated  to  serve  on  the  SBC  Com-  people  than  that  they  are  wealthy  inclu 
mittee  on CftmmiUeey^y  messengers  people.  mail 

to  the  annual  rneetiftf!  of  the  Baptist  “1  am  looking  for  committed  busii 
General  Association  of  Virginia.  Southern  Baptists,  not  merely  promi-  Co] 

The  BGAV.  meeting  Nov.  15-16,  nent  Southern  Baptists.  nom 

directed  its  own  committee  on  boards  "1  do  not  want  people  who  have  per-  Vine 
and  committees  to  nominate  two  peo-  sonal  hostilities  or  grievances  which  Da 


Tupelo  music 
minister  retires 


David  Larrimore  has  announced  his 
retirement,  effective  Jan.  1,  after  36 
years  of  serving  churches  in  three  dif- 
ferent  states.  Lar- 
rimore  for  the  past 
W  19  years  has  been 
BB  <  on  the  staff  of 

Calvary  Church, 
IXipelo. 

Larrimore  re- 
.f^ceived  his  B.A. 
if  degree  from  Wil- 
liam  Carey  Col- 
j  lege,  and  obtained 
i  .  his  M.S.M.  at  New 

Larrimore  Orleans  Seminary. 

He  has  served  at  Immanuel,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg;  Second,  Indianola;  Rio 
Vista,  New  Orleans;  Fifteenth 
Avenue,  Meridian;  Trinity,  Lake 
Charles,  La.;  and  First,  Cullman,  Ala. 

Larrimore  has  participated  in  mis¬ 
sions  to  Alaska  and  Africa.  He  has 
been  on  the  faculty  at  Ridgecrest  and 
Gulfshore  and  has  conducted 
numerous  revivals. 

After  retirement,  he  and  his  wife, 
Jeanette,  plan  to  make  their  home  in 
Tlipelo.  'nieir  daughter.  Sherry  Vance, 
aL^  lives  in  Tupelo  with  her  husband, 
Jud,  and  their  three  children.  Judson, 
Joel,  and  Peter. 


whether  the  nominee  is  in  a  clergy  or  also  is  located 
denominationally  related  post  or  is  a 
layperson.  , 

Vines,  who  was  elected  during  the  The  correct  title  or  occupation  of  INew  ti 
1988  SBC  annual  meeting  in  San  An-  the  nominee  —  whether  clergy  or  _  ^ 

tonio,  Texas,  said  he  has  conferred  a  layperson  —  should  be  includ^,  as  -I-q| 
number  of  times  with  First  Vice  should  the  full  business  address.  ivr w  j 
President  Darrell  Robinson,  pastor  of  In  addition,  the  recommendations  (Contini 

Dauphin  Way  Baptist  Church  in  should  include  the  nominee’s  church  „  •  , 

Mobile.  Ala.,  and  Second  Vice  Presi-  affiliation,  the  church  mailing  ad-  ” _  ‘ 
dent  Rudy  Hernandez,  pastor  of  dress  and  telephone  number,  total  T™ 

Metro  Park  Baptist  Church  in  San  An-  church  membership,  amount  the 
tonio,  Texas.  church  gave  through  the  Cooperative 

“I  will  be  seeking  input  from  them  Program  unified  budget  during  the  j 

several  more  times  in  the  future.  I  am  1987-88  associational  year,  and  the  ^ 
taking  the  (SBC)  constitution  serious-  percentage  of  the  church  budget  the 
ly,"  Vines  said.  CP  gifts  represented. 

Nominations  also  should  include  the  __i,, 

number  of  baptisms  in  the  church  upl  * 

during  the  1987-1988  associational 
year,  whether  the  nominee  plans  to  at- 
tend  the  SBC  in  Las  Vegas,  and  the  JSS3i  “al 
state  cbhvention  in  which  the  nominee 


SBC  officers,  state  executi\ 
discuss  variety  of  concerns 


•THE  NEW  FRONTIER”  —  Look¬ 
ing  at  life  through  the  death  of 
JFK.  Free.  Ray’s  Study,  Box  5435, 
Midland,  TX  79704. 


HOLSEPARENTS  NEEDED:  A 
mature  married  couple  with  no 
dependent  children  to  work  as 
house-parents  in  a  therapeutic 
group  home  setting  w  ith  12  adoles¬ 
cent  boys  13-18  years.  Good  salary, 
good  benefits  and  working  condi¬ 
tions.  Call  for  interview  Monday- 
Friday  at  601-798-2418  or 
601-798-2437  between  8:00  a.m.  and 
4:00  p.m.  or  for  information  on 
weekends  or  evenings  (8:00 
p.m.-9:00  p.m.).  Write  letter  of  in¬ 
terest  to  Houseparents,  P.  O. 
Drawer  640.  Picayune,  MS  39466. 


1982  CHEVROLET  MINI-BUS; 
new  engine,  A/C,  P/S,  22  passen¬ 
ger,  excellent  condition.  Price 
$12,500.00.  Call  Gene  Craft  (or 
Mike  Blue  372-3868)  Lakeshore 
Congregational  Methodist  Church, 
418  Lakeshore  Road,  Jackson,  MS 
39212;  phone  (601)  373-0294  church; 
(601)  932-3400  work. 


Thursday,  -December  22,  1988 
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First,  Laurel’s  celebration 
reaches  its  grand  finale 


Journeymen 
applications  due 


Europeans 
accept  seminary 


degr^.  They  must  be  26  years  old  or  common.  ^ , ^rs.  Vincent)  Scoper,  Centen- 

younger  by  the  deadline  and  in-  FMB  trustees  urged  the  seminary  nial  Committee  chairman, 
terested  in  using  their  skills  to  assist  to  draft  a  statement  to  “give  expres-  jn  the  morning  service  Dec.  4,  Mrs. 
missionaries  on  overseas  mission  sion  to  the  seminary’s  biblical  com-  Scoper  read  the  dedication  of  the  pro- 
fields  for  two  years.  mitment  and  to  which  seminary  gram  brochure  to  Larry  W.  Kennedy, 

Those  interested  in  applying  for  the  teachers  would  subscribe.”  pastor  at  Laurel  since  i978.  Kennedy, 

1989-90  program  should  contact  the  During  a  Nov.  25-26  meeting,  the  dressed  in  19th-century  style,  preach- 
Foreign  Mission  Board  immediately,  seminary's  executive  board  approved  ed  on  Hebrew's  12 : 1-3,  “Pressing  On.” 
Call  Pamela  Smith  in  the  Personnel  the  property  transfer,  as  well  as  the  Pyramids  of  150  poinsettias,  form- 
Selection  Department  at  (804)  353-0151  FMB  recommendations.  Members  ing  two  Christmas  trees,  set  the  stage 
or  write  to  the  department  at  P.  O.  Box  also  adopted  a  recommendation  of  its  for  the  parade  of  banners.  Graham 
6767,  Richmond.  Va.,  23230.  own.  calling  on  the  European  Baptist  Smith  director  Church  Music 

Federation  to  forfn  a  study  commis-  MSip^Ba^ist  ConventL^rt: 
Sion  ’10  produce  a  concentrated  state-  and  a  former  staff  member  at  First, 
ment  of  Baptist  principles  which  are  Laurel,  was  narrator  as  banner  car- 
common  to  European  Baptists.” 

Initial  deliberations  on  the 
seminary  board's  request  likely  will  such  as 
come  next  April 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  To  help  im¬ 
prove  racial  relationships  within  the  /^T>  r  11  1 

Southern  Baptist  Convention,  the  IflllS  lOW 

Christian  Life  Commission  will  host  t 

here  a  special  two-day  conference  to  ’  “^^eip  s  for 

begin  oITjan.  16.  the  holidav  com-  f  1 

memorating  the  late  Martin  Luther  budget  fell  to  the  low^t  level 

King  Jr  months  during  November. 

“Racism  remains  an  entrenched 

moral  problem  in  our  society  as  well  fytbo.Da.  announced  Harold 

as  within  the  Southern  Baptist  Con-  £  ^ennetC  president  and  trea^rer  of 
vention.  It  discloses  itself  sLetimes  SBC  Executive  Comrnit  eeJ'he 
with  directness  and  sometimes  with  receip  s  were  4.73  percent  below 
great  subtlety,"  Richard  Land,  ex-  November  198/. 

ecutive  director  of  the  Christian  Life  o  .1  .  •  r. 

Commission,  said  in  announcing  the  oOlltJlCm  gCtS  glltS 
race  relations  conference. 

The  conference,  scheduled  at  First  LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  Gifts 
Baptist  Church,  Nashville,  begins  at  from  charitable  foundations  and 
2  p.m.  Jan.  16,  and  concludes  at  12:30  financial  institutions  have  helped 
p.m.  Jan.  17.  Participants  will  stav  at  Southern  Seminary  secure  more  than 
the  Hermitage  Hotel  in  Nashville,  the  510  million  in  cash  and  pledges  for  the 
conference’s  registration  fee  is  $30.  school’s  Campus  Center  Complex 

here. 

The  campus  center, 
cost  $15.9  million,  will  be  built  in  three 
phases.  Construction  on  the  first 
phase  of  the  center,  which  will  house 
a  comprehensive  physical  fitness  and 
wellness  facility,  student  commons 
ATLANTA  (BP)  -  Leaders  of  three  area  and  lounges,  and  a  chapel,  began 
Southern  Baptist  ethnic  fellofwships  in  October  and  is  expected  to  be  com 
have  announced  plans  to  start  new  pleted  by  the  summer  of  1990 


Race  relations 
conference  planned 


riere  lifted  up  intricately  wrought  tions  by  Mrs.  Reuben  Lott  made  these  pla 
satin  symbols  of  names  for  Jesus.  Scoper.  chairman  of  the  Centennial  Com 
Lion  of  Judah”  and  “Holy 

One.”  Later  in  the  service.  Smith  bee  of  the  recipes  contained  in  the 
presented  special  music,  “Holy  Centennial  Cookbook,  plus  games. 

Ground.”  Also  he  brought  greetings  contests,  and  other  fun  things.  The 
from  Dan  and  Lydia  Jones,  mis-  cookbook  was  one  of  four  “for  sale” 
sionaries  sent  out  from  First,  Laurel,  items  of  the  year.  The  other  three 
to  Korea.  were  the  church  history  book,  com- 

A  church  history  book,  just  off  the  memorative  plates,  and  note  sta- 
press,  was  presented,  and  the  author,  tionery  with  the  church’s  bell  tower 
Pauline  Hester,  a  member  of  First,  depictkl  on  the  front '  this  illustration 
Laurel,  was  recognized  She  said  she  was  by  John  Rentz.  church  member 
had  worked  for  two  years  on  the  and  area  artist). 

262-page  book.  Our  Heritage:  .\  Foun-  May  was  “Sharing  Love  with 
dation  of  Faith.  The  book’s  outline  Laurel  ”  Month.  Individuals  baked  and 
follows  the  administrations  of  the  delivered  cakes  to  the  city’s  public 
various  pastors.  One  of  them.  L.  G.  servants  such  as  the  police  depart- 
Gates.  served  there-  for  40  years,  ment  and  the  Welfare  Department. 

1905-45.  Special  Sundays  honored  former 

The  centennial  hymn,  which  the  pastors:  L.  G.  Gates;  Jimmy  Parrish, 
congregation  sang,  was  borrowed.  1945-49;  and  T.  R.  McKibbens.  1949-67. 
with  permission,  from  Dimension,  a  Two  other  former  pastors  were  Bob 

WMU  magazine.  The  writer  of  the  Marsh,  1967-1973.  and  Jim  Keith, 

hymn,  Stan  Pethel,  faculty  member  at  1974-1977.  Keith  preached  a  revival  in 
Berry  College  in  Georgia,  did  a  choir  Laurel  in  September,  and  Marsh 

arrangement  of  it  for  the  Laurel  preached  there  one  Sunday  in 

church.  November. 

Oni  Dec.  4.  a  homecoming  “box  One  month,  Lydia  Ruffin,  Laurel 
lunch”  in  the  Family  Life  Center  native,  now  a  professional  singer  and 
followed  the  morning  service.  Old-  residentofSt.Louis.Mo.,gaveacon- 
fashioned  dress  contestants  and  beard  cert.  Before  Harvest  Day  at 
brigade  contestants  paraded.  Edward  Thanksgiving,  senior  adults  were 
McMillan,  representing  the  Mississip-  recognized.  -All  members  of  the 
pi  Baptist  Historical  Commission,  church  for  50  years  or  more  received 
presented' a  centennial  certificate  to  gold  cross  pins, 
the  church.  Don  McGregor,  editor,  and  Flower  beds.  sp>elling  “100”  and 
Elarl  Kelly,  executive  director,  brought  changed  seasonally,  were  planted  on 
greetings  from  the  Baptist  Record  the  church  lawn,  thanks  to  gifts  from 
and  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven-  Mrs.  Reuben  lott. 
tion  Board.  Dramatic  monologues  from  the 

Of  the  year’s  special  projects,  past  were  presented  at  intervals  all 
Heiitage  Hall  was  one  of  the  most  year,  under  direction  of  the  minister 
Romanians,  said  Oscar  Romo,  ditw-  mission  has  announced  plans  for  the  time-consuming  and  also  will  be  long-  of  activities,  Ronney  Webb, 
tor  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mis-  jggg  Baptist  Men’s  Tleleconference.  lasting.  Under  direction  of  Mr.  and  The  church’s  television  ministry 

sion  Board’s  language  missions  xhe  Saturday  morning.  Jan.  7.  event  Mrs.  Don  Norman,  the  former  presented  interviews  concerning  the 
division.  will  focus  on  “Missions  Involvement  fellowship  hall  was  converted  into  a  key  events  and  projects  and  also  in- 

Bobby  Sunderland,  director  ()f  the  Through  Evangelism,”  said  commis-  room  for  display  of  pictures  and  terpreted  the  centennial  logo,  a  cross 
board’s  direct  evangelism  divismn,  sion  President  James  H.  Smi^.  memorabilia  relating  to  the  church’s  set  in  a  foundation  of  stones  —  “Our 
said  the  new  congregations  will  in-  x^e  telecast  will  be  broadcast  live  history.  One  display  showed  the  Heritage :  A  Foundation  of  Faith.  ” 
crease  to  seven  the  number  of  simultaneously  over  the  Baptist  church’s  WMU  centennial  quilt.  Ac-  Other  committees  produced  a 
language  churches  launched  in  Las  i^iecommunication  Network  and  the  tually,  the  new  glass  display  cases  on  historical  slide  presentation  and 
Ve^s  in  the  past  fw  months.  A  new  American  Christian  Television  the  walls  and  in  the  center  of  the  room  began  work  for  preservation  and 
Filipino  congregation  has  baptized  17  System.  It  will  air  at  1  p.m..  Central  have  made  the  place  a  real  museum,  cataloguing  of  historical  materials  for 
people  since  its  recent  founding,  he  standard  Time.  Last  Jan.  31.  Super  Sunday  kicked  the  future.  A  centennial  pictorial 

added.  Richard  T.  McCartney,  vice  presi-  off  the  year’s  key  events.  Then  on  directory  will  be  released  early  in 

The  strategy  dovetails  with  Home  dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Radio  Valentine’s  Day,  church  families  1989. 

Mission  Board  goals  of  starti^  25  ond  Television  Commission,  will  host  gathered  for  a  “Circles  of  Love”  The  church  entered  a  centennial 
churches  in  the  state  prior  to  the  mid-  the  teleconference.  basket  lunch.  Twice,  in  spring  and  fall,  float  in  Laurel’s  C^istmas  parade  on 

June  annual  meeting.  Viewers  will  be  able  to  join  panel  church  members,  in  small  groups.  Dec.  3. 

discussions  through  toll-free  met  in  homes  for  food  and  fellowship  On  Dec.  4,  the  pastor  awarded  pla- 
telephone  linkups.  at  Sunday  evening  service  time,”  their  ques  of  appreciation  to  Pauline 

Access  will  be  over  Spacenet  1,  pastor  spoke  to  all  the  groups  Hester,  for  writing  the  history;  to  Don  Larry  Kennedy,  pastor  at  First,  Laurel, 
channel  21,  and  Galaxy  3,  channel  7.  simultaneously  on  the  ACTS  TV  and  Von  Norman,  for  Heritage  Hall;  poses  in  the  oW-fashioned  outfit  he  wore 
BTN  will  broadcast  an  unscrambled  channel.  and  to  Dell  Scoper,  for  leadership  of  to  preach  the  sermon  on  Celebration  Sun- 

signal.  A  Heritage  Fair  featured  a  tasting  the  Centennial  Committee.  day.  Dec.  4 


Blondie  (Mrs  Reuben)  Lott,  standing, 
pauses  to  greet  Dell  Scoper  Mrs.  Lott,  a 
member  of  the  Centennial  Landscape 
Committee,  was  one  of  the  winners  in  the 
old-fashioned  dress  parade 


Ethnics  to  start 
churches  in  Ves 


Southern  Baptists  gave  $8  million 
for  hunger  in  1987;  still  there  are  500 
million  people  on  the  verge  of 
starvation. 


(^^D^otionaj^ 

Churches  re-enact 
the  Christmas  story 


D.Min.  degree 
meet  to  be  held 


NEW  ORLEANS  —  Persons  in¬ 
terested  in  the  doctor  of  ministry 
degree  program  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary  are  invited  to  meet  Jan.  6, 
1:30-3  p.m.  at  the  Baptist  Building  in 
Jacksm. 

Others  may  write  the  Doctor  of 
Ministry  Office,  New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  3939  Gentilly 
Blvd.,  New  Orleans,  La.,  70126,  or  call 
(504)  282-4455,  for  more  information 
on  the  Doctor  of  Ministry  degree 
program. 


Part  III 

By  Waurine  Ferguson  Walley 

And  so  it  was,  that  while  they  were  there,  the  days  were  accomplished  that 
she  sho4tfl  be  delivered.  And  she  brought  forth  her  firstborn  son,  and  wrap¬ 
ped  him  in  swaddling  clothes,  and  laid  him  in  a  manger;  because  there  was 
_  no  room  for  them  in  the  inn  (Luke  2:6-7). 

With  gi^t  depth  of  feeling,  the  narrator  unfolds  the  age- 
old  story  to  the  enthralled  listeners,  but  to  them  it  seems 
brand  new!  God’s  love  is  like  that . . .  both  ageless  and 
forever  new. 

From  the  dark  stage,  only  the  outline  of  a  cave-like  struc- 
ture  can  be  seen  until  a  soft,  yellow  hght  casts  a  warm  glow 
V  JH  around  the  faces  of  three  people  who  represent  the  holy 


Business  administrators 
will  meet  Jan.  26 


A.  family.  A  feeling  of  peace  and  happiness  and  joy  enter  the 

hearts  of  those  who  watch. 

Mary  lovingly  wraps  her  baby  in  cloths  and  places  him 
w  II  ^  stable  that  could  be  a  bed  ...  a 

manger  normallv  used  for  feeding  animals.  Even  though 
it  is  natural  to  be  sad  that  our  savior  had  to  be  bom  in  such  poor  circumstances, 
we  should  think  of  how  it  symbolized  his  humility  in  service  to  mankind 
throughout  his  entire  ministry  and  how  it  should  be  a  guide  to  teach  us  how 
we  should  serve  others. 

Though  the  rest  of  the  story  seems  anti-climactic,  it  still  plays  a  beautiful 
part  in  our  celebration  of  Christmas.  The  shepherds,  the  an^ls,  and  the  wise 
men  have  their  own  stories  to  tell. 

The  joy  of  the  angels  as  tl^  praised  and  glorified  God  helps  us  to  unders¬ 
tand  that  we  can  experience  joy  in  praising  a^  glorifying  our  Heavenly  Fhther  Associations  for  28  y^rs. 
for  his  great  and  unfailing  love  to  us.  * 

The  shepherds  went  with  haste  to  find  the  Christ  child  and  on  their  return  Harry  and  Viola  Phillips  at  the 
trip  told  everyone  th^  met  the  “Good  News.’’  If  we,  like  the  shepherd^  without  associational  missions  center  in 
hesitation  accept  the  one  who  came  to  give  us  eternal  life  and  if  we  en-  Ripley,  Dec.  11.  They  received  a 
thusiastically  tell  others  of  him,  we  can  expetrience  the  joy  of  the  shepherds,  money  tree  and  a  plaque  in  apprecia- 

The  wise  men  never  turned  back  from  their  search,  thmigh  their  trek  was  tion  of  their  service.  Mrs.  T . 

long  and  treacherous.  Endurance  and  courage  m^  be  a  necessary  part  of  served  as  office  secretary  fcH*  a 
every  Christian’s  life  who  strives  to  live  close  to  Oirist  and  sincerely  wor-  number  of  years, 
ship  him.  We  may  experience  the  joy  of  the  wise  men  when  we  seek  him  and 
worship  him  in  the  proper  spirit. 

My  prayer  this  Christmas  is  that  all  of  us  who  call  ourselves  Christians  will 
not  be  mere  l^tanders  to  the  events  that  happef^  on  the  first  Christmas, 
but  that  we  will  commit  ourselves  to  become  active  participants  in  the  for¬ 
ward  march  of  Christianizing  the  world! 

Waurine  (Renee)  Walley  is  a  member  of  Woodland  HUls  Church,  Jackson, 
and  an  employee  of  the  BAPTIST  RECORD. 


At  right,  Harry  K.  Phillips  receives  a  plaque  of  appreciation  from  Bill  Baker,  chair-  ^  church  business  administrators’ 
man  of  the  missions  committee  of  Benton-Tippah  Associations  where  Phillips  has  conference  will  take  place  Jan.  26  at 

served  as  director  of  missions  for  28  years.  He  retires  at  the  end  of  1988.  Woodland  Hills  Baptist  Church, 

Jackson.  The  program  will  begin  at 

Benton-Tippah  DOM  retires  The  administrators  will  hear 

discussions  concerning  developing  job 

Harry  K.  Phillips  is  retiring  Dec.  31  held  pastorates  in  Tennessee,  Texas,  (tecriptions,  performance  evaluation, 
after  serving  as  director  of  missions  Oklahoma,  and  Mississippi  until  1955  personal  computers  in  ministry,  and 
for  the  Benton-Tippah  Baptist  when  he  became  pastor  of  Walnut  desk  top  publishing. 

.  .  i.  Baptist  Church.  He  became  DOM  for  Leaders  for  the  conference  include 

A  reception  was  given  in  honor  of  Benton-Tippah  in  December,  1960.  Randy  Spring,  vice  president  of  per- 

.  . .  „  .  --  r..  .  ,  sonnel  at  Trustmark  Bank  in 

He  and  Mrs.  Phillips  have  four  Jackson;  Barry  Hardy,  business  ad- 

chil^n:  Harry  D.;  (Sary  1^.  ministrator  at  Broadmoor  Baptist 

_ _  Judith  l^per;  and  Mrs.  Cynthia  church,  Jackson;  Randy  Tbmpkins, 

Phillips  They  have  U  grandchldren  consultant  in  the  Sunday  School 

,  ^  and  four  great-grandchildren.  Department,  MBCB;  and  Jennings 

Phillips  has  served  in  various  civic  Orr,  business  office  director,  MBCB. 
Phillips,  a  native  of  Alcorn  County  responsibilities  including  20  years  as  The  conference  is  jointly  sponsored 

attended  Mississippi  State  a^  taught  a  director  of  the  Bank  of  Walnut,  a  by  the  Hinds-Madison  Association  and 
school  in  Alcorn  County.  After  director  in  the  Tippah  County  the  Church  Administration-Pastoral 
military  service,  he  graduated  from  Resource  and  Developm^t  Program,  Ministries  Department,  MBCB. 
Union  University  and  then  the  Northeast  Mississippi  Planning  lb  register  for  the  conference,  write 
Southwestern  Seminary.  and  Development  District,  and  the  Julius  Thompson,  Box  530,  Jackson, 

He  was  ordained  1^  the  Tishomingo  Northeast  Mississippi  Regional  Men-  MS  39205.  There  is  no  chaise  for  the 
Chapel  Baptist  Church  in  1947  and  tal  Health  (Council.  cdnference. 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Powerline 

for 

teens 


I  realized  what  was  going  on,  it  was 
too  late.  I  looked  down  to  see  my  son 
trying  to  cover  his  eyes  and  ears!  At 
least  children  understand  what  is  in 
good  taste  and  what  is  not! 

Don  G.  Tillman 
Spring]^  Baptist  Church 
F^nklin  County 

SBC  archives  I-  Nashville,  TN  37203.  Or  call 

.  615-244-0344. 

O^hdrles  W  ^^eweese 

Let  me  alert  you  and  your  ^ders  ^  Historical  Commission  Education  —  at  all  COStS? 

to  a  tremendously  valuable  collection 

of  resources  on  Southern  Baptists.  Editor; 

The  largest  collection  of  materials  on  Kinder  shocked  The  drug  problem  is  America’s  and 

Southern  Baptist  life  and  history  is  Mississiroib  greatest  threat.  Next  to 

located  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Con-  Editor:  drugs,  Mikissippib  greatest  problem 

vention  Building  in  Nashville,  I  recently  took  my  five-year-old  son  is  her  poor  education  situation.  On 
Tennessee.  to  see  the  Universal  Pictures  produc-.  May  23,  money  hungry  for  funds  to 

Cooperative  Program  dollars  tion  of  “The  Land  Beyond  Time”  The  beef  up  his  educational  package  at  all 
enable  the  Historical  Commission,  movie  is  rated  “G”  and  is  an  excellent  costs.  Gov.  Ray  Mabus  compounded 
SBC,  to  operate  the  Southern  Baptist  children's  show.  the  drugs  and  poor  education  situa- 

Historical  Library  and  Archives.  This  I  was  appalled,  however,  by  the  car-  tion  by  signing  into  law  liquor  adver- 
world  center  for  Baptist  studies  toon,  “Family  Dog,”  that  was  shown  Using,  the  deadliest  form  of 
contains:  prior  to  the  movie.  The  so-called  education. 

•  70,000  -I-  annuals  of  associations  “humor”  used  in  this  cartoon  was  not  ^  Soon,  with  the  governor’s  permis- 

and  conventions.  fit  to  be  shown  to  an  adult  audience,  sion,  thwe  will  be  in  all  our  homes  and 

•  20,000  -I-  books  let  alone  to  children.  In  fact,  it  was  throughout  our  state  (as  especially 

•  15,000  -t-  reels  of  microfilm  quite  sick!  the  enormous  liquor  industry  can 

•  4,000  -i-  pamphlets  .  The  manager  of  the  theatre  inform-  make  and  keep  in  the  forefront)  a 

•  Large  files  of  Baptist  newspapers,  ^  me  that  the  cartoon  was  part  of  the  most  enUcing  advertising  campaign 
periodicals,  aumo  and  video  re-  film  that  the  movie  came  on  and  that  to  deceive  the  very  young,  impres- 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited  to  300  words  and  the  editor  reserves 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer.  Editoiiafprerogatives  must  be  reserved 
under  all  circumstances,  and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Record.  Only  signed 
letters  will  be  used,  but  the  writer  may  request  that  his  name  be  withheld. 
The  withholding  of  names  will  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  editor. 


I  have  a  terrific  friend  and  we  nave  a  talent  tor  ustenmg  ana  em- 
would  do  anything  for  each  other,  ^mizing.  Maybe  at  this  point  she 
We  sit  for  hours  and  talk.  But  1  feel  1®®!  H*®  need  of  talking  to 

that  I’m  being  a  burden  when  1  talk  about  problems,  but  she  may 
all  the  time  about  my  problems,  ®®®<1  o"®  of  Xour  special  gifts,  such 
because  she  doesn’t  really  tell  me  f  ®  encouragement  or  inter^t  in 
about  hers.  If  1  lost  her  friendship  f'®*^  activiti^.  It  may  give  ^r  a 
I  don’t  know  what  1  would  do.  but  warm  feeling  to  be  able  to 

1  don’t  know  whether  it’s  better  to  f*®fP  you  by  listening,  so  don  t  hold 
keep  my  feelings  to  myself  or  to  f™"™  lotting  her  giv®  you  that 

risk  imposing.  gift- 

The  important  thing  is  for  each 

.  of  you  to  feel  the  freedom  to  be 

ANSWERI  yourselves  and  relate  openly  to 

each  other.  Talk  with  your  friend 

The  Bible  says  that  the  way  to  and  let  her  know  that  you  are  there 
have  a  friend  is  to  be  a  friend.  'This  for  her  any  time  she  might  need 
means  that  friendship  is  a  give-  you.  If  you  balance  your  times  of 
and-take  situation,  and  we  must  be  confiding  in  her  with  times  of 
willing  to  invest  our  own  time  and..,  jputual  fua  and  sjiaring  interests 
effort  if  we  expect  to  draw  thdt  together,  you  will  not  feel  anxious 
from  someone  else.  Some  people  alMut  becoming  dependent  pr.,im- 
are  not  willing  to  give  of  posing  on  her.  Share  youri  joys 
themselves,  or  th^  don’t  feel  they  together  as  well  as  your  problems 


Thursday,  December  22,  1W8 
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The  sinster’s  scissors 


Because  we  have  been  given  much 


When  someone  in  my  family  asfo,  history  of  this  land  ....  millions  of  tion  plans.  Everyone  who  didn't  live 
“What  do  you  want  for  Chmtmas.  houses  washed  away,  food  storage  in  the  village  had  to  go  by  dugout  or 
I  have  to  stop  and  toink.  What  do  I  buildings  with  several  feet  of  water,  either  walk.  Some  walked  six  hours. 
want?  It  s  hard  to  know.  1  already  most  hospitals  partly  submerged,  under  hard  wet  conditions,  in  water 
have  so  much.  people  by  the  thousands,  living  on  top  chest  high  in  some  places,  swimming 

December  has  been  one  long  party,  of  buildings.  One  man  told  me  that  across  rivers.  Even  if  a  person  went 

I’ve  eaten  enough  to  last  a  year  —  I.OOO  people  are  living  in  a  four-storied  by  dugout.  there  was  still  a  walk  in 

Sunday  School  party,  lunch  in  Laurel,  building  which  I  have  passed  several  waist-high  water.  Over  200.  not  coun- 
Open  House  at  the  Kellys,  Baptist  times.  It  is  incomplete  with  no  plum-  ting  small  children,  attended.  It  was 
Record  party  ai  Itonccs,  supper  at  bing.  no  water,  and  no  facilities  for  more  like  a  revival  than  a  convention 
Rosa  s,  dinner  in  Memphis  at  cooking.  May  God  help  us  overcome.”  meeting.  Nine  made  professions  of 

Wanda’s....  j.  Last  week  at  Morrison  Heights  faith  and-asked  to  be  baptized 

In  Royal  Service.  I  read  a  letter  Church,  when  the  choirs  presented  I’m  not  Scrooge.  I  like  celebrating 
from  missionaries  in  Mozambique:  “The  Singing  Christmas ’IYt^”  all  the  Christmas.  But  the  other  day,  as  I 
“We  ll  never  forget  the  children  here  parking  lots  were  crowded.  I  had  to  stood  as  No.  57  in  a  shopping  line,  I 
with  swollen  stomachs.  One  child  had  park  at  the  one  farthest  away,  and  had  plenty  of  time  to  think.  As  I  wat- 
a  a  towel  wrapped  around  his  body;  walk  across  the  road  in  the  rain.  (Last  died  all  the  merchandi^  piled  on  the 
one  had  nothing.  People  at  one  station  month  during  the  state  Baptist  con-  counters,  I  tried  to  do  some  figuring : 
we  visited  had  not  eaten  for  eight  vention  in  Jackson,  some  people  had  “If  all  the  money  all  Southern  Baptists 


Joint  heirs  —  because  of  Christmas 


Sometime  ago  a  friend 
Found  a  bal^  cardinal 
Under  an  azalea  bush  — 

Lost,  hungry  and  yelling. 

She  brought  the  wayward  one  to  me. 
“You  help  baby  birds,  I  know. 

And  this  one’s  in  great  need 
Of  tender  loving  care.” 

t 

After  she  was  fed 
A  big  serving  of  ground  meat 
And  delicious  boiled  egg. 

She  whispered  a  happy  contented  note. 

’Then  she  was  placed  on  a  perch 
In  a  pretty  blue  cage 
Where  others  had  found 
A  place  called  home. 

The  cage  and  baby  bird 
Were  taken  to 
The  big  crepe  myrtle  tree 
You’ve  heai^  so  much  about. 


Christmas  mem’ries 


Christmas  is  that  time  of  year. 

You  think  of  mem’ries  past. 

It’s  going  home  again  to  be  a  child 
We  want  it  all  to  last. 


With  our  pictures  glued  on  styrofoam 
And  paper  Santas,  a  few  to  name. 

To  our  painted  wooden  ornaments 
And  sweetgum  balls,  none  were  the  same. 

The  pound  cake  by  the  (Christmas  tree 
For  Santa  and  his  pack. 

The  spiced  tea  in  the  kitchen. 

Just  brings  those  mem’ries  back. 

The  stockings  full  of  fruit  each  year, 

'The  divinity,  the  fudge. 

We  can’t  forget  the  cupcake  snowman 
Momma  made 

With  a  little  marshmallow  pudge. 

We  have  little  ones  to  ourselves  now. 

And  right  now  we  don’t  have  a  clue. 

But  time  goes  on  and  repeats  itself. 

Or  so  s(Mne  people  say. 

And  if  they  do,  I  hope  some  mem’ries 
Such  as  these  for  ours  come  tnie. 


The  angel  on  our  front  door. 

Really  put  on  a  show. 

Daddy  made  it  shine  so  bright. 

It  looked  like  gold. 

The  carolers,  us  included. 

Stood  and  san|,  out  in  the  cold. 

From  door  to  door  we  went  to  sing 
Both  to  young  and  old. 

The  Christmas  lights  were  easy 
Tb  be  seen  from  in  the  street. 

And  when  caroling  was  over. 

We’d  come  home  to  warm  our  feet. 

The  cinnamon  smell  at  the  front  door 
Is  really  something  to  describe, 

A  place  of  love  that  we  all  felt 
Was  very  hard  to  hide. 

Our  Christmas  tree  was  all  decorated 
in  everything  we  made. 


Then  I  took  the  baby  out 
And  placed  her  on  a  limb  — 
Both  parents  hovered  over  her. 
With  much  bird-chatter. 


They  began  to  feed  her 

And  the  happy  sounds  of  the  three 

Said,  “Home  Sweet  Home” 

More  eloquently  than  words. 

The  cardinals  adopted  the  baby. 
Made  her  their  own. 

And  she  inherited  the  riches  of 
Their  bird-kingdom 


That  reminds  me  .  . 

When  we  come  to  Jesus 

(lod  adopts  us  into  his  family 

.And  we  become  joint  heirs  with  his  Son 


Then,  right  in  front  of  my  eyes. 

The  performance  of 
A  beautiful  drama  in  real  life 
Began  to  unfold. 

A  pair  of  cardinals 

(Had  recently  lost  their  babies) 

Came  flying  to  the  cage 

As  fast  as  toeir  wings  could  flap-flap. 

’They  tried  and  tried  to  get  in 
From  sides  and  top 
Started  fighting  the  cage. 

Made  a  very  big  fuss. 


And  we  inherit  the  riches  of 
His  Kingdom 

And  some  day  we’ll  dwell  with  him 
in  his  Home  Sweet  Home  forever! 


Shreree  Merchant  Crosby 


Make  this  a  real-life  (Thristmas  — 

Come  to  Jesus 

And  be  adopted  —Ruby  Singley 

And  inherit  eternal  life.  Columbia 


Christmas  nostalgia 


But  you  know,  God  had  pitwided 
And  shared  those  woods  with  me. 


No  more  we  search  for  Christmas  trees 
In  woods  at  the  old  homestead 
No  more  we  uther  holly  leaves 
With  berries  bright  and  red. 

We  miss  the  sound  of  the  rushing  creek 
The  crunch  of  fallen  leaves 
And  the  scents  of  pine  and.  cedar 
The  cool  damp  winter  breeze. 

We  miss  the  ioy  of  exploring  the  woods 
As  we  hunted  ^t  “perfect”  tree 


It  was  here  that  I  first  met  him 
And  felt  his  protective  care 
And  this  beauty  he  had  created 
Became  mine  to  have  and  share. 

Although  those  years  have  long  been  gone 
And  I  am  no  more  a  child 
I  have  God’s  love  within  my  heart 
And  his  presence  is  alive! 

— Ibera  Gamer,  Jackson 


But  only  God.  the  Father,  knev^' 
The  world  was  in  his  care. 


In  fear  and  awe  the  shepherds  came 
Led  by  the  brilliant  star. 

The  wise  men,  too,  were  guided  hence 
As  they  came  from  afar. 


Praise  now  and  worship  Christ  the  King 
As  (Christmas  fills  the  earth 
Behold  as  they,  a  tiny  Babe 
A  blessed,  holy  birth. 

^  1968  Augustine  Burch 
Brookhaven 


The  Lord  of  lords,  the  King  of  kings 
Lay  in  a  mangef'There. 


I 
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Just  for  the  Record 


Rawls  Springs 
will  present 
clown  seminar 


Rawls  Springs  Church  will  present 
a  Christian  Clowning  Seminar  on  FYi., 

Jan.  13,  from  6:30  to  10  p.m.  and  Sat.,'*”'  » 
Jan.  14,  from  8  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 
Deadline  for  registration  is  Jan.  6, 

1989. 

Happy  and  J.  J.,  known  as  Ernie 
and  Jean  Liebib,  will  lead  the 
seminar.  Together  they  present  Bible 
truths  readily  understandable  to 
children  and  adults. 

The  cost  will  be  $30  if  books  and 
makeup  are  included,  or  $20  if  only 
books  are  included. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Rawls  Springs  Baptist  Church,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg  (phone  268-2801) 


Church  Directories 

Since  1928 


Dixie  Rubber  Stamp  &  Seat  Co. 
514  E.  Amite  St./P.O.  Box  202 
lackson,  Mississippi  39205 
(601)  948-1851/Toll  Free  1-800-634-4564 


Bob  Wootan 

Moving  &  Storage,  agent 

Jackson,  MS 
Collect  (601)  922-1241 
Complete  service. 


Confused  About  Life  Insurance? 
Why  not  buy  the  most  life  insurance 
for  the  least  amount  of  money? 
Example:  Male,  60,  non-smoker 

$100,000 

For  only  $32.56  per  mo. 

Call  Don  Mahaffey 
9:30am  to  4:30pm  ET  Mon.-Frf. 
Toll  Free  1-800-387-5492 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries. 

Man  WinLlo  stained  glass,  carpel 
Vflll  WlllKit;  steeples  lighting 

Church  lolding  doors. 

...  »  theater  seats 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 

W*  r«mod«l  A  paint 


FOR  CHARTER 
OR  RENT 


25  -  OP  47^ 
Passenger  buses 
BUS  SUPPLY  CO.  INC. 

McComb,  MS  601-684:2900 


Acteens  of  Enterprise  Church,  Enterprise,  were  honored  with  a  recognition  ser¬ 
vice  on  Oct  2  The  theme  for  the  service  was  Challenges  by  Candlelight.  Pictured, 
left  to  right,  are  Beth  Rolison,  Amy  Moore.  Robin  Lindsey,  and  Leslie  Melton,  Stacy 
Covington,  Amy  Boggan,  Tracy  Melton,  Lori  Turnage.  Also  pictured  are  flower  girls 


and  ringbearers:  Matthew  McPhearson,  Amy  Martin,  Allan  Creel,  Charlie  Speed. 
Justin  Rathburn,  Anna  Aycock,  Justin  Lee.  Amber  Felton,  Leslie  Ethridge.  Candice 
Ethridge.  Blake  Chancelor,  Courtney  Temple.  Don  Moore,  Amy  Little,  Oildlion  Goodin, 
and  Jennifer  Kersh.  Not  pictured  are  Acteen  leaders.  Karen  Kersh  and  Linda  Kidd. 


GAs  of  Lake  Hart>or  Church,  Brandon,  recently  held  their  1988  Coronation  Each 
girl  chose  a  country  to  report  about.  They  wore  the  traditional  costume  and  prepared 
foods  that  are  common  to  the  country  chosen.  Pictured  are  Melanie  Clark,  Jennifer 
Mills.  Susan  Irby.  Valerie  Hudgens,  and  Sandra  Irby.  Mrs.  Joy  Rachel  is  the  director. 


Cedar  Grove  Church,  Marion 
Association,  recently  held  a  recognition 
service  for  its  GAs  and  Acteens  The 
theme  was  "The  Commitment  Con¬ 
tinues."  GAs,  pictured,  left  to  right,  are 
Melody  Lawrence.  Linda  Norton.  Julie 
Stephens.  Olivia  Davis.  Wendi  Bourne. 
Ashley  Stephens,  and  Joni  Beard:  back 
row.  Carol  Arthur,  leader  Acteens,  pic¬ 
tured,  (at  right)  are  Amy  Jones,  Queen 
Jeni  Beard,  crown  bearer;  Rebecca  Ar¬ 
thur.  Queen;  Kayla  Breland,  crown  bearer 
Sandi  Stephens,  leader 


NASHVILLE  -  The 
Baptist  Convention  has 
Church  ITaining  award  during  annual 
December  planning  meetings  at  the 
Sunday  School  Board.  The  award  was 
presented  to  the  state  convention  with 
the  largest  percentage  of  churches 
reportii^  Church  IVaining  programs. 
Mississippi  had  78  percent  of  t^  total 
number  of  churches  with  (Tiurch 
Training  programs. 


East  Corinth  Church  (Alcorn)  observed  Harvest  Day  Nov  20  High  attendance 
in  Sunday  school  was  101  The  building  fund  offering,  which  paid  in  full  the  church 
note  was  $4.00300  Pictured  burning  the  note  are  (left  to  right)  Ralph  Culp,  pastor; 
W  W  Reid,  chairman  of  deacons;  Gerry  McDaniel,  chairman  of  building  commit¬ 
tee  Lealon  Harris,  builder:  and  Ricky  James,  treasurer 


.\  .Nigerian  meal  of  peanut  soup, 
groundnut  stew  with  rice,  fruit  salad 
and  chin-chins  for  dessert  opened  the 
foreign  mission  study  for  Emmanuel 
Church.  Ocean  Springs.  The  study  on 
Nov.  27  also  included  a  film  on  Bap¬ 
tist  mission  work  in  Nigeria  and  p  look 
at  the  country’s  geography,  culture, 
and  history  of  Baptist  work.  The  even¬ 
ing  closed  with  adults  penning  letters 
to  missionaries  in  Nigeria.  During  the 
adult  session,  children’s  classes  com¬ 
pleted  study  books  on  Nigeria  Bap¬ 
tist  Women  President  Karla  Stahl 
coordinated  the  study. 


Churches  adopt  expanded 
annuity  plan 

The  follow  ing  churches  have  adopted  the  Expanded  Annuity  Plan  since 
those  reported  in  the  Oct.  13  issue  of  the  Baptist  Record:  Clarke;  Enter 
prise;  Covington:  FBC Sanford,  Itawamba;  Salem;  Lebanon:  Lynn  Ray 
Road;  Lincoln:  Halbert  Heights;  Neshoba:  FBC  Philadelphia,  North 
Delta:  FBC  Marks;  Pike:  Central  and  North  McComb;  Scott:  Branch, 
Simpson:  Harrisville;  Union  County:  Keownville  and  Wallerville.  One 
evangelistic  association;  Carroll  Roberson  Ministries. 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

Dec.  25  Christmas  Day 

Dec.  29-30  Youth  Evangelism  Conference;  Mississippi  College;  1:30  p.m. 
,  29th-4:30  p.m.,  30th  (EVAN) 

Staff  changes 


Bethlehem  Church,  Yazoo  County,  years  with  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
has  called  John  Schoolar  of  Jackson  as  a  missionary, 
as  pastor,  effective  Dec.  1.  He  spent  13 


Pianos  at 
Warehouse 
prices 

Exclusive  dealers  for 
Sleinway  -  Kawai  -  Wurllltzer 
Weber  -  Kimball 
FInarKing  Available 
MC/VISA/American  Express 


Piano  Company 


226  Hwy  51  N 
Ridg^and 


Tim  Kelly.  Manager 
856-2524 


Tliursday,  December  ZZ,  IXt 
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Missionary  news 


Dennis  and  Sherrie  Meilstrup  were  honored  with  a  surprise  party  upon  comple¬ 
tion  of  their  first  year  of  missionary  service  in  Argentina  The  youth  of  the  Second 
Baptist  Church  oi  Mar  del  Plata.  Argentina  had  prepared  food,  decorations.  ?  pro¬ 
gram  and  purchased  gifts  for  the  Meilstrup  family  The  Meilstrups  serve  as  music 
missionaries  in  Argentina  and  she  is  from  Flora 
Their  address  is  San  Luis  4082  7600  Mar  del  Plata  Province  Buenos  Aires  Argen¬ 
tina.  S  A 


Clear  Creek  Church  gathered  on  the  steps  of  the  new  addition  to  its  130  year  old  sanctuary  following  the  dedication  service 
Nov.  20. 

Clear  Creek  Church  dedicates  addition  to  sanctuary 

Clear  Creek  Church,  Oxford,  with  the  original  sanctuary  building  dedicated  in  the  Sunday  morning  ser- 
dedicated  its  new  addition  to  the  front  built  in  1856.  The  doors  and  windows  vice  and  that  evening  the  church  held 
of  the  132  year  old  sanctuary,  Nov.  20.  were  custom  made  to  match  those  its  annual  Thanksgiving  Harvest  Din- 
The  church  began  construction  of  a  built  into  the  sanctuary  originally,  ner.  An  offering  goal  of  $10,000  was  set 
vestibule  and  front  porch  with  col-  Matching  the  hand-made  brick  prov-  and  over  $11,000  was  collected  toward 
umns  this  summer  and  completed  the  ed  to  be  the  most  challenging  part  of  a  $33,000  note  on  the  new  construction, 
project  in  November.  the  addition,  but  it  was  achieved  with  i 

a  hand-made  brick  from  North  The  pastor  is  Charles  Lipe  and  the 
It  was  the  goal  of  the  church  to  keep  Carolina.  chairman  of  the  vestibule  cohimittee 

the  addition  in  historical  perspective  The  $50,000  plus  addition  was  was  Don  Waller. 


NOVEMBER  1988 


MOMOAV  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FIWOAY  SATURDAY 


names  in  the  news 


Gaylon  Griffin 
was  licensed  to 
preach  at  New  Zion 
Church,  Leake 
County,  on  Oct.  23. 
Mike  Harper  is  pas¬ 
tor.  Griffin  is  avail¬ 
able  for  supply  call 
253-2654 


Griffin 


Pictured  are  the  officers  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Chaplain's  Association.  From 
left  they  are:  Bill  Jones,  retired  Air  Force  chaplain,  president;  Gordon  Shamburger, 
chaplain,  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center,  vice  president;  Ed  Holmes,  chaplain, 
V.A  Hospital,  secretary-treasurer;  and  John  Dent  Jr.,  chaplain,  Mississippi  Air  Guard, 
editor  Members  of  this  group  deal  with  pastoral  care  for  persons  in  hospitals  and 
health  care  facilities,  industries,  correctional  facilities,  military,  rehabilitation,  public 
safety,  and  other  institutions. 


AVAILABLE  IN  THESE  AREAS 

Brandon/Peari  nankin  County  Cable  Ch  35 

Bay  Springs  Video  Inc  Ch  15 

Bruce  Walco/Bruce  Cable  Ch  8 

W07BN  Low  Power  TV  Ch  7  information  contact 

Calhoun  City  Calhoun  Antenna  Ch  4 

Cleveland  Warner  Amen  Cable  Ch  10 

Greenville  McCaw  Cable  Ch  15 

HoHandale  Broadband  Cable  Ch  17 

Jackson  Capitol  Cable  Ch  14 

Meridian  Comcast  Cable  Ch  31 

Hattiesburg  UA  Cable  Ch  6 


Bethany  Church,  Marshall  County, 
recently  licensed  two  firemen  to  the 
gospel  ministry  Pictured,  left  to  right,  are 
Larry  West.  Carl  Teel,  pastor,  and  Donald 
Worsham. 


Farrell  Biannensh  p 
Miss  Baptist  Conv  Bd 
P  O  Box  530 
Jackson  MS  39205 


These  are  the  officers  of  the  Mississippi  alumni  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Center  “God  has  given  us  two  hands  —  one 
for  Biblical  Studies.  From  left  they  are  Marc  Howard,  pastor.  Calvary.  Belmont,  to  receive  with  and  the  other  to  give 
secretary-treasurer;  Edsel  Bone,  pastor.  First,  Southaven,  president;  Bill  Burke,  minister,  with.  We  are  not  cisterns  made  of 
senior  adults  and  outreach,  Raymond  Road,  Jackson,  public  relations  chairman;  and  hoarding;  we  are  channels  made  by 
Sharber  Smith,  pastor.  Shady  Grove,  Heidelburg,  vice  president  sharing.”  —  Billy  Graham 


Laurel  Community  Cable  Ch  16 


December  25,  1988 

Celebrating  the  Savior’s  birth:  fulfillment  of  promise 


by  the  name  of  Anna,  who  is  described  as  a  pro¬ 
phetess.  Luke's  reliability  as  a  historian  is  seen 
in  his  attention  to  details,  revealed  by  his  tell¬ 
ing  of  her  family  relationships  and  the  years 
of  her  marriage  and  widowlx^.  One  wonders 
when  the  hope  for  the  Messiah  had  first  risen 
in  her  heart  and  if  she  had  hoped  for  all  these 
years  that  Luke  records  concerning  her.  In  her 
hours  of  loneliness,  she  found  peace  by  her  con¬ 
stant  worshiping  in  the  temple  and  by  the  fre¬ 
quency  of  her  prayers.  She.  like  Simeon,  gave 
thanks  to  God  when  seeing  the  baby  and  talk¬ 
ed  concerning  Jesus  as  bringing  r^emption. 

There  are  counties  millions  of  people  in  the 
world  today  whose  lives  are  empty,  who  are 
looking  for  something  to  give  meaning  to  their 
existence.  They  have  no  choice  but  to  keep  on 
living,  but  they  find  no  joy  in  doing  so.  There 
are  those,  even  among  this  number,  who  have 
joined  a  church  but  still  see  Jesus  only  as  an 
example.  The  knowledge  of  Simeon  and  Anna 
was  surely  limited,  but  their  experience  here 
shouts  out  to  such  people  everywhere,  “Look! 
Here  is  the  promised  comforter  that  we  have 


awaited  so  many  years,  the  Christ,  the  Lord,  the 
Redeemer,  our  &vior.” 

As  we  celebrate  Christmas  in  commemora¬ 
tion  of  the  coming  of  Christ  to  earth,  we  need 
to  consider  again  -the  response  that  we  have 
made  to  the  presence  of  Jesus  in  our  lives.  Si¬ 
meon  and  Anna  illustrate  that  men  and  women 
alike  can  be  equally  devoted  and  of  service  to 
God.  Commercialization  of  the  day  has  resulted 
in  many  people  celebrating  the  day  without 
even  considering  the  connection  that  Christmas 
has  to  Christ. 

Certainly  we  will  all  want  to  go  to  the  house 
of  God  on  Sunday  and  worship  him  by  singing 
praises  to  his  name  and  hearing  his  Word  pro¬ 
claimed.  The  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
fcH-  Foreign  Missions  is  a  most  appropriate  way 
to  recall  and  rejoice  in  the  birth  of  our  Savior. 
He  came  that  all  people  of  all  nations  and  races 
might  be  saved.  Through  this  annual  offering, 
we  have  the  opportunity  to  send  this  Good  News 
to  the  Whole  world.  The  world  needs  Christ!  We 
must  not  fail. 

Shirley  is  pastor  emeritus.  Parkway,  Tupelo. 


Bv  Robert  Earl  Shirlev 
Luke  2:25-38 

As  we  come  to  this  season  of  the  year  when 
we  celebrate  the  birth  of  our  Savior,  we  recall 
two  of  those  wlm  were  to  rejoice  in  his  coming 
and  to  recognize  him  as  the 
long  awaited  Messiah.  When 
the  days  of  Mary’s  purifica- 
■  tion  were  past  and  the  ritual 

requirement  incumbent  on 
the  birth  of  a  child  were  ac- 
complished,  Joseph  and 
Mary  proceeded  to  the  tem- 
pie  to  offer  a  sacrifice  of 
thanksgiving 

HH  A  man,  described  as 

righteous  and  devout,  had 
Shirley  hoping  and  looking  for 


by  Jewish  law.  When  Simeon  saw  the  baby,  he 
took  him  in  his  arms  and  offered  praise  and 
gratitude  to  God. 

We  knovi'  very  little  about  this  man,  but  we 
thrill  at  his  example  of  faith.  Years  had  pass¬ 
ed  by  without  the  nation’s  dream  of  a  deliverer 
coming  to  pass.  Simeon’s  own  personal  disap¬ 
pointments  must  have  been  many,  but  his  ex¬ 
pectations  had  seemingly  not  diminished.  Hav¬ 
ing  seen  the  child  Jesus,  he  now  declared  his 
willingness  to  die  and  expressed  the  peace  he 
had  found  with  the  words,  “For  mine  eyes  have 
seen  thy  salvation,  which  thou  has  prepared 
before  the  face  of  all  people.” 

'Hiis  man  was  able  to  see  that  Jesus  had  come 
not  simply  for  the  Jews,  but  for  the  Gentiles  as 
well.  Christ  had  come  for  all  people,  but  the 
nature  of  each  person’s  response  to  him  will 
determine  his  destiny  and  the  true  condition  of 
his  heart. 

Also  in  the  temple  was  an  aged,  godly  lady. 


Jesus  —  the  word  made  flesh  —  the 


of  Christmas 


By  Frank  H.  Thomas,  Jr.  «  ■  «  ■  ^  ~  .m.  .m.  >  .p- 

Johnl:l-18  BIBLE  BOOK 

The  first  18  verses  in  the  gospel  of  John  are  _ _ _ 

sometimes  called  a  prologue.  The  prologue  that  in  the  beginning  God  created  the  heavens 
serves  as  an  introduction  to  the  gospeL  These  and  the  earth.  The  logos  was  with  God  and  was 
verses  are  somewHat  dif-  God  himself.  Through  the  logos  all  things  came 
ferent  from  the  rest  of  the  to  be.  and  without  him  nothing  was  made  that 
text  in  that  they  conscious-  was  made. 

ly  have  borrowed  from  the  The  logos  or  w-ord  was  the  agent  of  all  crea- 
world  of  Greek  philosophy  in  tion.  In  Genesis  the  reference  of  the  creating 

^M|pi  order  to  relate  the  Christian  deity  is  a  plural  reference ;  “Let  us  create  man 

gospel  to  the  Hellenistic  in  our  image.”  So  the  plurality  of  the  deity  is 
world.  Some  have  suggested  properly  referred  to  John  1  by  reference  to  the 
that  the  gosj^l  according  to  wort  as  the  agent  of  creation  with  God. 

John  was  written  to  Greeks ;  The  logos  or  life-giving  force  who  created  the 

^  others,  because  of  the  heavy  world  came  into  the  world  in  a  special  way  and 

Jewish  emphasis  elsewhere  became  the  light  of  the  world  and  the  light  of 
Thomas  t},g  gospel,  have  sug-  men.  Just  as  the  logos  had  created  the  world 

gested  that  the  readership  may  have  been  and  the  natural  lights  which  apply  there  ta  so 

Hellenistic  Jews.  Nevertheless,  concepts  used  the  logos  was  responsible  for  the  light  of  men 

in  the  first  18  verses  would  have  appealed  to  a  which  was  a  spiritual  illumination  for  those  who 

person  educated  in  Greek  philosophy  whether  lived  in  darkness.  This  catches  the  significance 

Gentile  or  Jew,  of  the  prophecy  in  Isaiah  that  “the  people  dwell- 

Such  a  concept  is  given  to  the  term  woru  ed  in  darkness  have  seen  a  great  light.” 
which  is  the  translation  logos.  In  Greek  thought  A  contrast  between  darkness  and  light  ap- 
the  logos  was  the  life-giving  or  animating  force  pears  in  verse  5.  They  are  viewed  as  opposing 

of  the  universe.  John  related  logos  to  God  forces,  and  the  light  is  pictured  as  the  stronger 

himself  and  indeed  to  God’s  incarnation  in  of  the  two  forces.  The  darkness  tried  to  com- 

Jesus  Christ.  When  we  use  the  term  wort  or  prehend  the  light  but  was  unable  to  do  so 

logos,  we  are  referring  to  a  Greek  term  which  because  of  the  stronger,  penetrating  force  of  the 

has  been  co-optrt  for  spiritual  understanding  light  which  pushed  the  darkness  back.  This 

in  the  Hellenistic  world.  spiritual  light  is  that  superior  spiritual  force  in 

We  also  see  the  influence  of  the  Jewish  scrip-  the  universe  which  is  able  to  penetrate  the 

tures  in  these  verses.  For  example,  verse  1  darkness  of  sin  and  despair.  The  light  of 

sounds  very  much  like  Genesis  1:1,  The  dif-  spiritual  truth  is  able  to  fill  a  dark  and  mean- 

ference  comes  in  the  addition  of  Greek  concept  ingless  world  with  its  own  light: 

of  logos  to  the  truth  in  the  Jewish  scriptures  John  switched  from  Hellenistic  thought  into 


ed  on  earth  among  p^ple.  Those  who  were 
alive  at  the  time,  including  John  himself,  beheld 
him  and  his  glory.  The  telescoping  into  one 
human  life  of  the  life-giving  force  of  the 
universe  was  a  concept  and  a  philosophical 
transaction  unthinkable  to  Greek  philosophers. 
But  that  was  the  difference  between  Greek 
philosophers  and  the  preachers  of  God.  As  they 
tried  to  relate  the  good  news  to  all  of  those  in 
the  world  of  the  day,  they  used  the  terms 
familiar  to  the  people  and  filled  them  with  new 
meaning.  So  the  logos  was  no  longer  an  imper¬ 
sonal  life-giving  force,  but  he  was  a  human  be¬ 
ing  —  God  made  flesh. 

John  the  Baptizer  gave  witness  to  this  human 
being  as  the  one  whose  way  he  had  prepared. 
From  the  fullness  of  this  person. all  received 
grace  upon  grace.  Moses  gave  the  law,  but  the 
wort  made  flesh,  or  Jesus  Christ,  gave  grace 
the  truth.  No  one  has  ever  seen  God,  but  the  on¬ 
ly  Son  who  is  the  logos,  the  light  of  the  world, 
God  become  flesh,  has  revealed  God  to  us  and 
made  him  known.  That  is  the  message  of 
Christmas. 

The  good  news  to  us  is  that  we  do  not  have 
to  live  in  darkness  or  in  ignorance  atout  the 
spiritual  powers  that  be.  We  can  know  this 
powr  in  a  directly  personal  way.  Furthermore, 
this  power  is  not  malevolent  but  full  of  grace 
and  truth.  He  came  to  bring  salvation  and 
spiritual  birth  to  all  of  those  who  would  receive 
him.  That  is  the  evangelistic  message  which  we 
proclaim  at  Christmas  this  year.  Christ  has 
come  and  is  for  us  the  light  of  the  world,  the 
source  of  grace  and  truth  and  salvation  for  us. 

Thomas  is  pastor,  Alta  Woods,  Jackson. 


ed.  The  gift  was  the  essence  of  the  giver  (Col- 
ossians  2:9-10).  After  all,  isn’t  that  the  greatest 
gift  anyone  can  give,  the  gift  that  represents  the 
best  of  the  giver?  Isn’t  that  the  point  of  O. 
Henry’s  classic  Christmas  story.  The  Gift  of  the 
IVlagi?  A  poor,  struggling  young  couple  find  that 
they  have  each  sacrificrt  what  meant  the  most 
to  them  to  obtain  a  gift  for  the  other.  Della  had 
sold  the  pride  of  her  appearance,  her  long, 
beautiful  hair,  to  buy  Jim  a  platinum  watch 
chain  for  his  pocket  watch,  a  family  heirloom. 
Jim  had  sold  his  pocket  watch  to  buy  Della  a 
set  of  tortoise  shell  combs  for  her  hair,  comte 
she  had  dreamed  of  possessing,  but  knew  she 
never  would  because  of  their  cost.  What  Della 
and  Jim  ended  up  giving  each  other  was  the 
best  of  themselves,  the  wisest  and  most 
cherished  gifts  that  can  be  given. 

May  God  give  us  eyes  to  see  Jesus  Christ  as 
the  essence  of  God’s  love  and  the  best  of  God 
himself,  eyes  fo  recognize  his  unpretentious 
presence  among  us.  May  God  give  us  hearts  to 
feel  human  need  and  resixmd  giving  the  best 
of  ourselves.  May  the  Spirit  of  Christ  be  the 
spirit  of  Christmas  for  all  of  us. 

Odom  is  pastor.  University  Church, 
Hattiesburg. 


next  time  you  find  yourself  walking  through  any  are  learning,  like  I  am,  not  to  judge  a  book  by  tious  packaging,  and  few  people  recogniz< 
kind  of  store,  just  walk  slow-  its  cover.  Packaging  is  not  alwa}^  a  surefire  value  of  the  gift, 
ly  and  take  a  look  at  the  way  to  judge  the  value  of  what  is  inside  the  The  gift  was  given  at  the  perfect  timi 
various  kind  of  packages  package  Our  tendency,  though,  is  to  make  know,  timing  can  be  an  important  part  i 

■  that  contain  certain  items,  quick  judgments  about  the  value  of  things  bas-  giving.  If  someone  is  not  ready  for  a  gift  i 

■  about  that  ed  on  how  they  are  packagrt  not  be  recognized  or  appreciated.  And 

“package  deal”  at  the  com-  Almost  2,000  years  ago  a  gift  was  given  to  all  again,  even  if  the  time  seems  to  be  right 

n  ^  B  puter  store  or  the  car  dealer  of  humanity.  The  gift  came  in  a  relatively  small  pie  may  not  recognize  the  gift  becaus 

■jk  -  or  the  department  store?  package  with  no  fancy  wrappings.  As  a  matter  packaging  did  not  catch  their  attention 

EJk.  “Look  at  all  you  get,  and  of  fact,  the  gift  was  wrapprt  in  common  cloth.  A  man  named  Paul  the  Apostle  wrote 

K  look  how  little  you  pay,”  they  The  gift  had  no  name  tag  on  it  for  the  recipients  ter  to  a  group  of  people  who  were  tryi 
P  ~  say  with  great  enthusiasm,  to  know  from  whom  it  came.  A  small  group  of  decide  if  this  gift  that  had  been  given  wi 
The  manner  in  which  people  were  there  at  the  occasion  of  the  gift’s  one  they  had  b^n  expecting.  Paul  sak 

iMiom  something  is  presented  presentation.  They  seemed  to  recognize  the  when  the  time  was  ri^t,  or  more  accur 

tends  to  have  a  great  deal  to  do  with  whether  value  of  the  gift,  but  after  a  brief  celebration,  when  the  time  was  ripe,  God  sent  this  gift 

or  not  we  are  open  to  accepting  it.  the  party  broke  up  and  everyone  went  his  or  her  world  (Galatians  4:4-5).  There  were  no  d 

But,  the  old  saying  that  there  is  an  exception  own  way  no  interruptions.  The  gift  was,  in  fact  th 

to  every  rule  may  apply  here.  Have  you  ever  Some  60  years  after  the  gift  was  given,  a  they  had  been  expecting.  The  gift  arriv 

been  given  a  gift  that  are  poorly  wrapped  in  document  was  written  which  recognized  the  gift  time.  The  timeliness  of  the  gift  means  thi 

unattractive  paper  with  no  bow  or  ribbon  and  for  its  real  value  and  made  clear  from  whom  and  I,  today,  almost  2  000  years  later  cai 
opened  it  to  discover  a  most  valuable  and  the  gift  came.  Matthew  1:18-25  states  that  the  receive  the  gift,  a  gift  that  came  just  in 

precious  gift?  If  you  have,  then  you  probably  gift  was  from  God  and  its  value  was  in  its  sav-  The  gift  was  everything  the  recipients 
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Sent  to  preach  the  Good  News 


By  Gary  G.  Berry 
Background  Scripture:  Lake  4:14-44 
Focal  passage:  Luke  4:16-21,  40-43 
Hopeless  people  do  not  have  to  live  in 
hopelessness  forever.  This  lesson  is  about  our 
Lord  caring  enough  to  reach  out  to  people  who 

- need  to  hear  good  news.  The 

text  also  makes  it  clear  that 
he  is  powerful  enough  to  per¬ 
form  what  he  promised. 

Jesus  returned  to  his 
hometown  of  Nazareth. 
Perhaps  it  would  have  been 
easy  for  Jesus  to  use  the 
Sabbath  as  a  time  to  rest 
and  visit  with  relatives  and 
friends  in  his  hometown. 
That  was  not  to  be,  however. 
Berry  for  it  was  His  “custom” 
(verse  16)  to  worship  in  the  synagogue  on  the 
Sabbath.  Jesus  placed  the  highest  of  priorities 
on  worship.  One  must  look  els^here  to  find  any 
support  for  neglecting  public  worship.  Jesus 
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never  neglected  worship. 

While  in  the  synagogue  for  worship,  the 
minister  handed  Jesus  the  scroll  of  Isaiah.  He 
read  from  Isaiah  61:1-2.  That  passage,  quoted 
in  Luke  4:18,  is  the  key  verse  of  this  lesson. 
Isaiah  was  speaking  of  the  year  of  Jubilee,  a 
time  when  captives  were  to  be  released.  In  this 
year,  the  15th  year,  the  trumpet  was  to  be  sound¬ 
ed  and  freedom  was  to  be  announced 
throughout  the  land.  (See  Leviticus  25:8f). 

This  was  to  Jesus  a  messianic  passage.  In 
fact,  he  declared  that  he  was  the  fulfillment  of 
this  scripture.  He  said  in  effect,  “Isaiah  was 
speaking  of  the  day  Messiah  would  come.  I  am 
the  Messiah!  ”  The  essential  fact  is  that  Jesus, 
the  Messiah,  was  given  to  the  mission  of  an¬ 
nouncing  the  Good  News  to  people  who  knew 
little  else  but  bad  news. 

As  disciples  of  Jesus  CIhrist,  we,  too,  are  sent 
to  proclaim  the  (Jood  News.  We  are  calledl  and 


commissioned  to  share  the  Bread  of  Life  with 
those  in  spiritual  poverty.  Ours  is  the  privilege 
of  announcing  deliverance  to  men  and  women 
in  our  town  who  are  the  captives  of  sin  and  its 
consequences.  That  was  the  mission  of  our 
Lord.  How  can  that  which  was  so  much  in  his 
heart  be  so  little  in  ours? 

Jesus  did  not  merely  speak  with  authority. 
He  backed  up  his  words  by  his  actions.  Involv¬ 
ing  himself  in  the  lives  of  ordinary,  hurting,  and 
helpless  people,  he  asserted  his  authority  over 
demons  and  disease  (verses  40-41).  Men  today 
may  quibble  about  the  matter,  but  Jesus  ac¬ 
cepted  demon  possession  as  reality.  He  com¬ 
manded  a  demon,  “Muzzle  yourself”  (verse  35). 
At  a  later  hour,  he  demanded  that  demons  stop 
speaking  because  they  recognized  him  as 
Christ  (verse  41).  As  Herschel  Hobbs  notes,  it 
is  interesting  to  know  that  before  men  recogniz¬ 
ed  him  as  the  Son  of  God,  demons  did.  I^ter 
in  his  ministry  Jesus  would  be  accused  of  work¬ 
ing  in  partnership  with  demons.  That  may  ex¬ 
plain  why  on  this  occasion  Jesus  insisted  upon 


silencing  the  testimony  of  demons  to  his  deity. 

Apparently,  Jesus  was  very  popular  for  the 
moment.  The  crowds  kept  trying  to  persuade 
him  to  stay  in  his  homet^n  (verse  42).  Jesus 
was  more  concerned,  however,  about  sharing 
the  gospel  than  about  counting  compliments 
(vases  43-44).  This  message  of  Good  News  is  fw 
all  people  in  all  places.  Even  today,  Christians 
who  sincerely  love  Jesus  face  the  subtle  danger 
of  wanting  to  worship  him  without  sharing  him 
with  others.  The  gospel  message  is  to  be 
declared,  not  merely  examined. 

A  speaker,  whose  name  I  do  not  recall,  ask¬ 
ed  a  penetrating  question  at  a  meeting.  He  ask¬ 
ed,  “If  all  the  lost  people  your  church  prayed 
for  this  week  (and  witness^  to)  were  to  be  sav¬ 
ed  this  Sunday,  how  many  would  be  saved?” 
That  may  force  some  of  our  thinking  and  do¬ 
ing  back  into  perspective.  Jesus  said,  “I  have 
come  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost.” 
We  are  foolish  followers  if  we  believe  there  is 
any  alternative  mission  for  us. 

Berry  is  pastor.  First  Church,  .McComb. 


The  Acts:  days  of  beginning  in  Jerusalem 


By  Bert  Breland 
Acts  1:1-26 

Welcome  to  a  study  in  the  book  of  Acts.  There 
is  certainly  no  book  any  more  exciting  or  fill¬ 
ed  with  energy  than  Acts.  It  is  commonly  ac- 

- cepted  that  Luke  is  the 

author  of  the  book  of  Acts 
and  that  Acts  is  part  of  a 
two-volume  work  known  as 
Luke-Acts.  The  book  of  Acts 
opens  with  a  reference  to  the 
previous  volume  and  a  brief 
summary  of  Luke's  gospel. 

In  the  first  verse  of  Acts, 
as  in  the  third  verse  of  the 
gospel,  Luke  makes  mention 
of  -  “Theophilus”  who  ap- 
Breland  pears  to  be  the  person  to 
whom  each  of  these  great  works  are  address¬ 
ed.  However,  there  is  the  possibility  that  there 
wasn’t  any  person  nam^  Theophilus.  Some 
seem  to  think  that  Luke  might  have  combined 
the  word  “Theos”  meaning  (Jod,  and  the  word 
“philos”  meaning  love  and  was  addressing 
these  books  to  tlw  “beloved  of  God.”  In  any 
event,  we  know  that  Luke  intended  that  these 
works  would  have  a  greater  audience  than  just 
one  person. 

As  we  begin  this  study  in  the  book  of  Acts  we 
need  to  determine  what  Luke’s  purpose  was  in 
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writing  this  account.  If  we  take  the  extended 
title  “The  Acts  of  the  Apostles,”  at  face  value 
we  could  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  this  book  is  to  tell  us  all  the  things  that 
the  apostles  accomplished.  While  this  book  is 
filled  with  stories  about  some  of  the  apostles, 
it  certainly  doesn’t  give  us  an  account  of  all  of 
them.  In  fact,  beyond  just  the  mention  of  their 
names,  nine  of  the  twelve  are  never  discussed. 
There  are  also  some  stories  about  people  who 
weren’t  apostles  at  all,  such  as  Stephen,  Philip 
the  deacon,  and  Barnabas.  Furthermore,  of  the 
apostles  who  are  mentioned,  no  atteihgt  is 
made  to  tell  their  complete  story. 

If  the  purpose  of  Acts  is  not  simply  to  give 
us  the  acts  of  the  apostles,  what  then  is  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  Acts?  Frank  Stagg,  in  his  commentary 
on  Acts,  says  that  Luke’s  purpose  was  “to  show 
a  victory  of  Christianity  —  to  show  the  expan¬ 
sion  of  a  concept,  the  liberation  of  the  gospel 
as  it  breaks  throu^  barriers  that  are  religious, 
racial,  and  national.”  (Thristianity  had  tegun 
with  the  Jews  but  would  move  far  beyond  such 
a  limited  focus  and  would  become  for  all  peo¬ 
ple  everywhere.  Acts  will  show  us  how  that 
happened. 


The  introduction  to  the  book  is  contained  in 
verses  1-8  and  gives  us  an  account  of  Jesus’  last 
appearance  to  the  disciples  before  his  ascen¬ 
sion.  There  are  two  major  thoughts  that  Jesus 
has  for  them  before  he  goes.  First,  wait  in 
Jerusalem  for  the  promise  of  the  Father,  which 
is  “a  baptism  with  the  Holy  Spirit”  This  will 
not  be  their  first  encounter  with"  the  Spirit 
because  they  are  already  Christians.  It  will  be 
a  further  empowering  of  the  Spirit  in  their  lives. 
It  will  be  an  awakening;  they  will  become 
aware  of  the  potential  they  have  through  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Second,  Jesus  gives  them  a  commission.  The 
disciples  had  just  asked  Jesus  if  this  is  the  time 
that  he  is  going  to  restore  Israel,  and  Jesus 
redirects  their  thinking  to  that  which  they  have 
been  called  to  accomplish.  They  aren’t  to  worry 
with  the  kingdom  of  Israel,  but  rather  with  the 
communication  of  the  gospel.  Jesus  gives  them 
orders  as  to  how  and  where  they  are  to  be 
witnesses  which  is  far  more  than  a 
geographical  outline  for  them  to  follow.  He 
speaks  of  Jerusalem,  which  is  our  hometown; 
of  Judea,  which  is  our  coun^  and  like-minded 
kinsmen;  of  Samaria,  which  is  our  unlovely 
neighbor;  and  of  the  uttermost  parts  of  the 
earth,  which  includes  everyone  that  we  might 
have  tried  to  exclude  from  the  first  three  direc¬ 
tives.  The  purpose  of  Acts  is  beginning  to 


unfold. 

After  the  commission,  Jesus  was  lifted  up  in¬ 
to  a  cloud  and  received  out  of  their  sight.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  the  ascension  took  place 
on  the  Mount  of  Olives  because  this  was  a  place 
that  was  significant  in  the  life  of  Jesus.  It  was 
the  home  of  his  dear  friends,  Mary,  Martha,  and 
Lazarus.  It  is  also  the  place  where  he  agoniz¬ 
ed  in  prayer  on  the  night  of  his  arrest.  Since  the 
time  of  the  prophet  Zechariah  (14:3-4)  the 
Mount  of  Olives  has  been  associated  with  mes¬ 
sianic  expwtations.  His  being  received  up  into 
a  cloud  is  important  in  that  a  cloud  was  often 
used  to  symlMlize  the  presence  of  God. 

-The  balance  of  this  first  cha;pter  is  devoted 
to  the  waiting  in  the  upper  room.  Luke  gives  us 
a  partial  list  of  those  present,  which  includes 
the  eleven  apostles,  the  mother  of  Jesus,  some 
unidentified  women  ( most  likely  from  Galilee), 
the  Lord's  brothers,  and  others  totaling  about 
120.  It  was  during  this  time  of  waiting  that  they 
chose  to  deal  with  the  loss  of  Judas  and  hiis 
replacement.  Matthias  was  nominated  and 
elected  to  be  one  of  the  12.  Probably  the  most 
significant  thing  about  these  final  verses  in 
(Thapter  1  is  found  in  verse  14.  The  prelude  to 
Pentecost  was  that  they  were  of  one  mind  and 
continually  in  prayer. 

Breland  is  pastor.  North  Greenwood  Church, 
Greenwood. 


Harmony  needed:  united  we  stand,  divided  we  fall 


By  J.  Greg  Martin 
I  Corinthians  1:1-17 

Geoiw  Morris  once  wrote,  “United  we  stand, 
divided  we  fall.”  He  had  reference  to  our  coun¬ 
try  during  the  turbulent  mid-1800’s  when  he 
penned  those  words.  This 
(xinciple  is  true  for  effective 
government,  warfare, 
sports,  and  family  relation¬ 
ships.  When  there  is  har¬ 
mony,  much  can  be  ac¬ 
complished.  Without  it, 
failure  is  inevitable. 

This  principle  is  also  true 
of  the  voluntary  organiza- 
^  tion  we  know  as  the  church. 
™  If  a  congregation  of  God’s 
Martin  people  is  united  around 
(]!hrist,  great  and  glorious  things  can  happen 
for  the  ^vior’s  name.  When  (j^’s  people  are 
divided,  the  work  of  God  goes  undone  and  lit¬ 
tle  of  what  we  do  pleases  him.  Jesus  affirmed 
this  principle  in  Mark  3:24-25,  “And  if  a 
kingdom  be  divided  against  itself,  that  kingdom, 
cannot  stand.  And  if  a  house  be  divided  against 
itself,  that  house  cannot  stand.” 

As  the  epistle  of  I  Corinthians  b^ns,  Paul 
pleads  for  rarmony  in  the  church.  Tm  church 
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had  many  problems,  but  chief  above  them  all 
was  a  lack  of  unity.  I  am  convinced  that  their 
fractured  fellowship  helped  facilitate  some  of 
their  other  problems  such  as  immorality, 
divorce,  disrespect  for  the  Lord’s  Ihble,  abuse 
of  spiritual  gifts,  and  misunderstandings  about 
the  resurrection.  Before  Paul  tried  to  correct 
those  problems,  he  mentioned  the  need  for  har¬ 
mony  in  the  church. 

Our  unity  is  rooted  in  the  fact  that  we  each 
belong  to  God.  Our  unity  is  not  based  on  the 
organization  we  belong  to,  but  to  the  Savior  we 
love.  When  we  are  close  to  the  Lord,  we  can’t 
help  but  be  close  to  one  another. 

One  Sunday  evening  I  was  sitting  in  church, 
and  was  startled  when  my  pastor  asked  two 
men  on  opposite  sides  of  t^  auditorium  to 
stand  up  and  work  their  way  toward  the  pulpit. 
He  gave  them  only  one  stipulation.  'The  two  men 
were  not  to  move  in  each  other’s  direction.  As 
you  can  imagine,  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
get  to  the  pulpit  without  getting  close  to  each 
ouier.  1  ne  pasior  went  on  to  explain  that  the 
Christian  life  is  like  that  dilemma.  It  is  impossi¬ 
ble  to  be  in  harmony  with  God  without  being 


in  harmony  with  others  who  are  near  to  God. 
Our  Lord  Jesus  needs  to  be  our  point  of  unity. 

I  Chrinthians  1:1-9  identifies  three  things  (Jod 
has  done  to  make  it  possible  for  us  to  have  uni¬ 
ty.  He  has  giaven  ea^  of  us  a  personal  relation¬ 
ship  with  Christ,  vs  1-3.  He  has  blessed  us  with 
spiritual  gifts  to  edify  the  entire  body  of  Christ, 
vs  4-7.  has  assured  us  that  he  will  be 
faithful  to  us  unto  the  end,  vs  8-9. 

With  aU  of  God’s  graciousness  toward  us. 
there  is  no  excuse  for  disharmony.  Usually  a 
lack  of  unity  in  the  fellowship  is  bom  and  nur¬ 
tured  in  a  selfish  spirit.  James  4:1  warns  of 
strife’s  origin,  “From  where  come  wars  and 
fightings  among  you?  Come  th^  not  here,  even 
of  your  lusts  that  war  in  your  members?” 

Disharmony  has  no  place  in  the  Christian 
church  or  denomination.  Paul’s  desire  was  for 
there  to  be  “no  division”  among  the  people.  He 
wanted  the  church  to  be  “perfectly  joined 
together,”  vs  10.  This  phrase  was  used  of  fixing 
a  broken  bona  In  Matthew  4:21,  the  Greek  word 
was  used  in  reference  to  mending  the  fishing 
nets.  Paul  used  the  Greek  word  again  in  Gala¬ 
tians  6:1  to  refer  to  restoring  an  erring  brother. 
(Jod’s  desire  for  unity,  restoration,  mending, 
and  wholeness  is  alM  seen  in  Psalms  133:1, 
Romans  12:5,  and  John  17:20-23. 


I  Corinthians  1 : 10-17  identifies  that  the  sur 
face  reason  for  the  church’s  division  was  over 
personalities.  Some  claimed  to  follow  Paul, 
others  Peter  and  still  others  ApoUos.  A  final  cli¬ 
que  was  aligned  with  the  first  “Jesus  Only” 
movement.  No  doubt  they  all  claimed  unity,  txit 
Paul  knew  better.  Many  today  claim  unity  but 
kno\^’  nothing  of  it.  In  a  former  association  that 
I  served  in,  we  had  a  group  of  dissenters  split 
from  one  of  the  larger  churches.  The  group  of 
dissenters  founded  a  church  and  called  it  the 
Harmony  Baptist  CTiurch. 

Harmony  is  more  than  a  word.  It  is  more  thac 
a  desire  of  God.  It  is  his  will  fpr  his  people.  Our 
effectiveness  greatly  depends  on  our  harmony 
with  (Christ  and  one  another. 

In  my  garage  there  is  a  rag  that  used  to  be 
a  nice  shirt.  After  it  developed  a  couple  of  holes 
I  decided  the  shirt  was  good  only  for  washing 
the  car.  No  longer  was  it  useful  for  its  intend^ 
purpose.  Our  churches  can  become  as  a  rag,  ne 
longer  useful,  if  we  allow  and  participate  ia 
disharmony.  When  holes  develop,  we  need  te 
sew  them  up  with  (Jod’k  love  and  forgiveness 
in  order  to  accomplish  harmony  in  the  church 
and  make  the  gospel  effective  in  the  world. 

Martin  is  pastor.  Commission  Road  Church. 
Long  Beach. 
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‘‘Send  the  Light” 
celebrates  Christmas 


SONG  SAWANG  Baptist  Church  (SEND  THE  LIGHT 
Church)  at  Mong  Nae  in  Prachinburi,  Thailand.  This  was  the 
Christmas  celebration  that  Bob  and  Maxine  Stewart  attend¬ 
ed.  The  building  looks  unfinished,  but  it  is  completed.  Coun¬ 
try  people  like  open  buildings  for  meetings.  It  catches  all  the 
breeze.  Note  the  hand-made  ‘pews’  —  backless  to  save  cost. 


but  they  are  also  used  to  sitting  on  the  floor  at  their  homes 
so  they  are  not  used  to  backs  on  seats,  as  a  general  rule.  Note 
also  the  Christmas  decorations  hanging  from  the  rafters.  They 
have  the  fence  to  help  keep  the  water  buffalos  out,  and  to  give 
some  protection  artd  privacy  to  the  church  building  and  pro¬ 
perty.  —  (Photos  by  Maxine  Stewart) 


Thai  “Santa  Claus”  distributes  roasted  peanuts.  He  ‘dressed  up  special'  for  his 
role  (and  wore  a  tie!)  Until  it  was  time  to  be  Santa,  he  had  his  long  straight-tail  shirt 
outside  his  trousers. 


Missionary  Bob  Stewart  with  pastor 
San^  Champak  of  SEND  THE  LIGHT 
Baptist  Church  in  Thailand  stand  beside 
the  church’s  Christrrras  tree.  Banana  trees 
are  in  the  background.  The  pastor  has  an 
arrested  case  of  leprosy,  which  flares  up 
from  time  to  time 
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Home  of  the  apostle  Peter 
discovered  by  archaeologists 
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JERUSALEM,  Israel  (EP). —  Archaeologists  recently  unearthed  what 
they  believe  was  once  the  Apostle  Peter’s  house  in  Capernaum.  The  Bi¬ 
ble  indicates  that  this  was  a  place  that  Jesus  stayed,  taught,  and  con¬ 
duct^  healings,  including  the  healing  of  Peter’s  mother-in-law. 

This  and  other  archaeological  discoveries  prove  that  “Jesus  did  ex¬ 
ist,  and  we  know  more  about  him  than  about  almost  any  other  Palesti¬ 
nian  Jew  before  70  A.D.,”  said  James  H.  Charlesworth,  a  professor  at 
Princeton  Theological  Seminary  and  author  of  Jesus  Within  Judaism. 

Charl^worth  said  the  discovery  of  Peter’s  home  sutetantiates  ac¬ 
counts  given  in  the  New  Ibstament  Gospels  that  some  scholars  had  ques¬ 
tioned.  The  house  dates  to  about  60  B.C.  and  contains  etched  crosses, 
a  boat,  and  more  than  100  Greek,  Aramaic,  Syriac,  Latin,  and  Hebrew 
symbols  on  the  walls  from  second  and  third  century  Christians  who 
venerated^ihe-site.  flituftlistic  pottery  and  fishhooks  were  also  found 


